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Dear Friends, 
We share a dream: a Church that celebrates what is good in us and calls 

 

 

  forth what is best in us; a Church that is honest enough to confess not only 
the sins of its members but the sin that is built into its very structure and corporate practices; a 
Church that is catholic enough to include the children of Rome, Constantinople and the Protestant 
Reformation; a Church that proclaims the intrinsic goodness of human sexuality and any expression 
of it that creates and sustains loving relationships; a Church that gives its members full scope to 
exercise all the gifts and charisms the Holy Spirit has bestowed on them; a Church that makes 
assistance for the poorest and most persecuted of people its highest priority. Through Corpus 
Canada we keep this dream alive.
If you are already a member of Corpus Canada, I invite you to renew your membership for the 
year 2018. If you are not a member, I invite you to join. The annual membership fee is $50 for 
individuals and $75 for families. Corpus Canada will send $25 of your membership fee as a 
donation in your name to Xristos Community Society, the registered charity that publishes The 
Journal online. You will receive from Xristos Community Society a tax deductible receipt for the
$25 donation, and from Corpus Canada a receipt (not tax deductible) for the rest of your 
membership fee.

Make your cheque payable to “Corpus Canada” and mail it with this completed form to
“CorpusCanada, 35 – 10070 Fifth Street, Sidney BC  V8L 2X9, Canada.” 

If you do not join Corpus Canada but wish to support The Journal, Xristos Community Society  
issues tax-deductible receipts for any donation of $10 or more. Make your cheque payable to 
“Xristos Community Society” and mail to “Xristos Community Society, 35 – 10070 Fifth Street, 
Sidney BC  V8L 2X9, Canada.” Donations by credit card or PayPal can also be made online at 
www.xristos.ca . 

Yours truly, 

Arthur Menu 
On behalf of Corpus Canada
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Michael Morwood: "We are living through the 
greatest shift ever in Christian thought. New 
images of our universe and our planet, along with 
knowledge about the long, slow development of 
life on this planet provide us with a new context 
in which to understand the divine presence we 
call God always present and active everywhere. 
Reflection on the universality of this presence 
leads to further reflection on, and renewed 
appreciation of, Jesus as revealer of this 
mysterious presence in our everyday living and 
loving, rather than on Jesus as the mediator 
between us and a faraway deity. A Church always 
in need of renewal must engage, at all levels, this 
shift in images and thought if it is to have 
integrity and relevance in the twenty-first 
century.”

Quoted by Tom McMahon in An Invitation into 
the “Inner sanctum” of life…  The Introduction 
welcome to my inner sanctum in 
www.catholica.com.au
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Gregory Baum Remembered

(Excerpts from Stephen Bede Scharper  professor of religion and 
environment at the University of 
Toronto) Stephen.scharper@utoronto.ca 
 Gregory Baum, Canada’s preeminent Catholic theologian, died 
peacefully in Montreal at the age of 94. Gregory Baum was born in 
1966 to a Jewish mother and a Protestant father, in Berlin. He came to 
Canada from England as a war refugee. Only 17 years old at the time, 
he considered this period of his life as an incredible adventure. 
Among the refugees, some intellectuals hastened to set up inside the 
camps educational systems of which he took advantage. Although 
Canada had no law for the refugees at this time, a lady who met them 
in these camps pressured the government so that some 
could complete their studies outside of camps with financial aid 
(scholarships) that she had collected.
 A man of deep insight, quiet discipline, and sterling intellectual 
courage, Baum, through his over two dozen books, hundreds of 
articles, numerous media interviews, and thousands of students over a 
half century of teaching, became both spokesperson and exemplar of 
the Catholic Church’s “openness to the modern world.” Baum was 
born June 20, 1923  and died October 18, 201. He was a gentle 
theological giant who helped open the Catholic Church. His life was 
marked by openness, compassion and gratitude, gifts that remain 
through his life, writings and the countless lives he touched.’ The 
following are features of Baum’s theological journey that speak to his 
stellar contribution as both a theologian and as a person:
 The first is discipline, spiritual and professional. After heading to 
McGill University to pursue my doctoral studies with Baum, I was 
deeply impressed by his work ethic which brought him to his office 
early in the morning till late afternoon. For Baum, work was 
energizing, not depleting. For him, I think, discipline meant living a 
fully integrated life, staying faithful to his commitment to God, to 
others, to the church, and to communities striving for dignity, human 
rights and social justice. Baum wanted to live with an open and 
flourishing heart, and his discipline helped keep his soul subtle.
 A second feature of Baum’s lasting legacy is courage. In his 
autobiography, The Oil Has Not Run Dry: The Story of My 

Theological Pathway (2017), Baum notes with some embarrassment 
his pre-Vatican II views on Judaism, Protestantism, and the role of the 
Christian, which he often felt, in his own case, was initially quite 
narrowly focused and insular.
 A third deeply impactful dimension of Baum’s life is his embrace of 
liberation theology’s “preferential option for the poor”, the 
impoverished and marginalized; and his turn to the social sciences as 
a key dialogue partner.
 During Vatican II the church council, he was a peritus, or theological 
advisor, at the Ecumenical Secretariat, the commission responsible 
for three conciliar documents, On Religious Liberty, On Ecumenism, 
and On the Church's Relation to Non-Christian Religions.
 In particular, Baum advocated the position, as a response to the 
Holocaust, of the rabbi and philosopher Emil Fackenheim regarding 
the cessation of efforts to convert the Jews, famously stating: "After 
Auschwitz the Christian churches no longer wish to convert the Jews. 
While they may not be sure of the theological grounds that dispense 
them from this mission, the churches have become aware that asking 
the Jews to become Christians is a spiritual way of blotting them out 
of existence and thus only reinforces the effects of the 
Holocaust.” Baum composed the first draft of the conciliar 
document Nostra aetate, the Declaration on the Relation of the 
Church with Non-Christian Religions, that was later expanded to 
address all the world religions. It was promulgated by Pope Paul VI 
on October 28, 1965. A former Augustinian priest, Baum served the 
church as a theologian, sociologist, professor, author, journalist and 
advocate for inter religious dialogue; liberation theology; and more 
progressive sexual ethics. Baum's progressive views on contraception, 
celibacy, same-sex marriage and other issues prompted criticism from 
conservative Catholics. Baum was a frequent target of 
conservative campaigners in English Canada and the United States. 
Monsignor Vincent Foy, for example, a Canadian theologian, 
published frequent articles condemning Baum as a “Marxist … ex-
priest.”. Baum’s opinions on ordination of women and gay marriage 
drew frequent criticism. His detractors reworded the slogan “ Ban the 
bomb." Basilian Fr. Thomas Rosica said of him: "We cannot deny the 
significant contribution he made at the time of the council and 
subsequently. Any challenges his lifestyle proposed should not 
overshadow the great contribution he made to the church.” Rosemary 
Radford Ruether put Baum in the same category as other Vatican II 
theologians, such as Frs. Hans Küng, Edward Schillebeeckx and Karl 
Rahner. The council was "the most powerful spiritual experience I've 
had in all my life,” Baum said in an interview with Salt and Light 
television in 2012. Bishops and theologians "were open to new ideas, 
and people were anxious to make Christianity [and] the Gospel 
understandable to people today. Great things happened….The whole 
Catholic community was in dialogue with another," he recalled of the 
council. "Therefore, there was a kind of openness.” After the council, 
Baum taught theology and ethics at the University of St. Michael’s 
College in the University of Toronto. He left the priesthood in 1974 
and married. He studied sociology at the New School for Social 

Bethlehem Centre, Nanaimo

mailto:Stephen.scharper@utoronto.ca
mailto:Stephen.scharper@utoronto.ca
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Gregory Baum Remembered Continued...

Theory in New York and, in the 1980s, taught in the religious studies 
department at McGill University, Montreal. “I still belong to a wide 
network of progressive Catholics. I never meet any conservatives. I 
live in a dream world in Quebec,” he told The Catholic Register. ” He 
was founder and editor of the influential journal The Ecumenist from 
1962 to 2004. This journal highlighted connections between theology 
and sociology, politics and culture. In his retirement he became 
outspoken on Quebec politics, multiculturalism and economics. 
(Michael Swan, associate editor of The Catholic Register, Toronto.)

Paul Harris of Ottawa wrote of Gregory Baum before he died:
"Perhaps he had taken to 
heart the famous words of 
4th c. Evagrius ‘If you are a 
theologian, you truly pray; if 
you truly pray, you are a 
theologian.’ Many of us 
knew and admire him for his 
warm humanity, his 
searching love for truth, his 
efforts against racial and 
religious prejudice, and his 
prophetic role in interpreting 
the meaning of sexuality for 
Christians. May he continue 
as a lay-person to explore the 
role that contemporary 
religion plays in society and 
that summons people to 
social change. His cryptic 
voice is still needed not only to pose the right questions, but to 
formulate answers in the continuing renewal of the Church in the 
modern world." 

Jean-Claude Ravet, editor in chief of Relations:
 Few among us who were familiar with Gregory Baum would have 
thought, just recently, that he was going to leave us so quickly. He 
seemed to be in good shape, in spite of his 94 years and his period of 
dialysis three days each week. Even more so because he still had 
writing plans to follow his intellectual autobiography, The Oil Has 
Not Run Dry (McGill-Queen’s University Press 2016), published last 
year and recently translated into French. The years caught up with 
him suddenly and without warning. Old age was transformed into 
death so quickly that many people who loved him did not have the 
opportunity to offer their last farewells. Even if the oil truly ran dry 
on Oct. 18, his light will not quickly go out...  Reading Augustine of 
Hippo's Confessions in 1946 led him to convert to Catholicism. 
Gregory was always grateful for grace offered him as a free gift of 
God. It was a gift he welcomed as a debt to pay back by placing 
himself resolutely at the service of life — placing compassion against 

exclusion, justice against oppression — and in showing himself in 
solidarity with the excluded whose multiple faces he had learned to 
recognize. Gregory, always ready to explore new paths that life 
opened to him, built up an inspiring and strong theological body of 
works that was in constant evolution…. First of all, as an Augustinian 
priest in a monastic community which he entered in 1947 and then as 
a member of the laity along with his partner, Shirley Flynn, who died 
in 2007. So it was that he worked, during the 1950s and 1960s, as an 
expert theologian on ecumenical questions at the Second Vatican 
Council, to establish fraternal links with the Christian churches, then 

with Judaism and finally with 
other religions. These bridges 
were also built afterward 
with non-believers, in the 
name of a transcendent God, 
immanent to history, a 
“divine accomplice” in the 
fight for justice and 
dignity. One such moment we 
can point to is the declaration 
of the assembly of Latin 
American bishops gathered at 
Medellin in 1968, calling, in 
the name of the Gospel, for 
solidarity with the oppressed 
and their struggle for justice; 
another the blossoming 
of liberation theology; or 
again his meeting with the 
theologian Rosemary Ruether 

while he was studying sociology 
at the New School for Social Research in New York.

Seamus Ahearne osa writes:
 I read last night of Gregory Baum’s death. Gregory was also an 
Augustinian and a star -turn among us as students and around Vatican 
2. He moved a different way at a later stage. He too was an 
imaginative maverick, who posed awkward questions and went surely 
the way of Augustine – ‘our hearts are restless until we rest with you. 
‘ Gregory never lost his 
restlessness. I think as 
long as we live – we 
are challenged to stay 
with that restlessness in 
our search for the God 
of our everyday life. I 
imagine God like the 
playful waves mugging 
me on the beach.
Seamus Ahearne OSA, 
Dublin, Ireland 

In his office in 1965
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 This past 
summer 
(2017), I read 
Gregory’s 
latest book, 
The Oil Has 
Not Run Dry 
and again I 
learned much; 
in 'Living 
Right Doing 
Right' in the 
July-
September 
2017 issue of 
The Journal, I 
wrote about 
him and the 

genuine welcome he gave me when I took a 'leave' from The OMIs 
and moved from northern BC to Toronto. That happened like this: 
One summer day in 1965, I stopped into his office unannounced. I 
had read many of his writings and I stopped in to see if he was as 
good as his writings. He understood me immediately, and I was 
impressed with him in real life. This welcoming friendship continued 
for the years that I was in Toronto. He introduced me to the 
companionship of his friends in House 6 in St. Michael’s College. He 
gave me the use his car to show Naomi around Toronto when she 
came to visit. When I was able to attend the week long conference of 
Vatican II experts in Chicago at Gregory’s suggestion, he explained to 
me Karl Rahner’s way of understanding the Council’s main 
documents. As time went 
on, Gregory also referred to 
Naomi and me other 
religious and priest couples 
who were in the throes of 
seeking from the Vatican an 
indult to marry. Naomi and I 
were able to have them at 
our apartment and to tell 
them of our experience in 
the matter. Before Naomi 
and I were married, I often 
went with Gregory when he 
‘supplied’ on Sundays at 
their rural parish Mass. On 
those occasions, I was  
taken with the way he could 
explain the scriptures and 
Church teaching. After 
Naomi and I were married, 
our two elder daughters, 

Ruth and Lisa, were born in Scarborough Hospital and they were 
baptized by him in Annunciation parish church there. These are just 
some of the memories that our family have of him. It was such acts of 
support, caring, guidance, and kindness that showed him living the 
Gospel Way better than anyone we had ever known before. He lived 
in the holiness of the ordinary. As Irish poet, Frank Kavanagh said: 
“It’s in the bits and pieces of every day that we find God."  In later 
years, he came to BC for the celebration of the 50th anniversary of 
Vatican II, and we met again in Victoria, Nanaimo, and Qualicum 
Beach. Gregory Baum was a shining star in the dark. 

My Tribute To Gregory
by Chris Diamond, Cobble Hill, BC

Dec. 1967 with Gregory Baum

Gregory Baum holding Ruth E. Diamond after Christening - Jan. 1968
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Wilfred James Doyle Memorial

 Jim Doyle died on September 10, 2017. Jim was born in Edmonton 
on October 10, 1928. He was the youngest child of John and Mary 
Doyle’s 12 children; the family moved to Vancouver when Jim was 6 
years old where he went to St. Patrick’s school. He loved airplanes, 
served in the RCAF and trained as a TCA pilot flying out of Regina. 
He met and married Doreen Schell when he was 24 and they raised 
nine children. Jim retired from Air Canada in 1978.  Jim and Doreen 
instilled in their children that family is one's greatest joy and 
inspiration. Their love was their greatest legacy and they never 
wavered in making it real. They travelled widely, and Jim made a 
point of taking each of the children with him on trips around the 
world. It is difficult to capture in words his optimistic gentle spirit. He 
was kind and thoughtful and generous with his time. He had many 
friends was loved by everyone who knew him. Jim was open minded 
and accepting in his outlook on life. As a member of his parish, 
Corpus Canada, and Xristos Community Society he and Doreen 
worked hard and opened their home often to the assembling of The 
Journal. Jim and Doreen were greatly missed when they moved to 
Vancouver to be closer to family.
 Jim died surrounded by children, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren. Jim had planned a ‘Green Burial” and this was what 
he had. His memorial and burial was attended by many from Corpus 
Sidney and the Xristos Community Society. He will be greatly missed 
by of us all who knew him. Arthur Menu led us through the service. 
Each of us heard something that we did not know about Jim and that 
we carry away with us. 
 The following are some excerpts from Jim’s Chronicles "I 
Remember. Yes I Remember…."
• At five, on the banks of the Saskatchewan River picking berries with 
my mother, brothers and sisters, and the smell of wild roses that 
floated on the air.

• My pet turkey when I was six. I only got to keep it until Christmas 
when my brother was sent out to….dispatch it for roasting. It took me 
a few years to eat turkey again.
• Mother said I was always “flying” imaginary planes on sticks above 
my head. Once I saw a biplane land in front of me. My brother Norb 
and I would bike to the Vancouver airport and see we’d get as close as 
we could to the planes taking off and landing.  
• At nine years, seeing a large gathering of native bands, with 
dancing. I hung around, and I stutter-step danced to the drums, and 
then was invited to the Chief’s tent and was introduced to the 
venerable Chief Mathias Joe.
• My special friend Father Forget. My Pastor, my friend, my 
confidant.
• My father died when I was young and Father Forget was like a 
second father to me.
• My recollection of my love for my mother and delight when she told 
me that her four older brothers were cowboys in Pincher Creek 
homesteads. 
• Becoming friends with Jean Vanier, founder of L’Arche. On Paris 
flights I visited the home often, taking with me young   attendants and 
other pilots to share a meal and experience Jean’s “family” of special 
people. My only condition was that they bring bottle of wine, some 
cheese, and bon-bons to share with Jean’s/ injured family. They called 
me Monsieur le Pilot.  
• I love picking blackberries.  No wait! I love the idea. Not actually 
being hooked, snagged, and impaled. But the thought of digging out 
that heavenly gift of jam next January fills me with delight.
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Time To Say Goodbye To “Dudes”
by Hank Mattimore, San Jose, CA

 Males of almost any age are referred to as “dudes” these days. I 
don’t much like the word. It smacks of an unnaturally extended 
adolescence. What comes to my mind when I hear the term is a 
shallow parody of a grown up man. He is the boisterous male always 
striving to be popular with the boys (whatever their age and 
maturity). He jokes about the teenage boys whose brain is locked on 
to boobs and he has only one thing in mind.
 But men, yes and teenage boys are much deeper than the clueless 
clowns we are sometimes taken for and have come to believe about 
ourselves. If the truth were known, most of us yearn to be free of the 
role we are expected to play. 

 We are not “dudes.” We are poets as well as warriors. Dreamers and 
lovers. We are defenders and protectors of the weak and vulnerable. 
We give our lives for our country and our families. We are leaders, 
willing to stand up for what is right and just. We are not too macho to 
be counted among those who weep for lost children and lost lives.  
We acknowledge the gifts of our wives and daughters and strong 
women everywhere. They are our soul we are proud to be with them, 
equal partners on the journey of life.
 Our feelings run deeper than sexual urges.  God, nature, the universe 
has implanted in us the desire to reproduce our species. But we 
should never accept that tag of being just sperm donors.  We love our 
wives and our children. We hurt when they hurt.  We cry inside even 
as we fight back the tears that well up in us when we can’t protect 
them from harm. We are made to enter into relationships with women, 
the whole person we love and respect and together with them bring 
children into the world. 
 I ask myself, why do people buy into the dude image? What are they 
afraid of? Do we really need to march to a song we don't even like to 
sing, a caricature of masculinity.? Are we ok with being seen as 
perpetual adolescents in a grown up world? 
 Nah! C’mon guys. We are better, stronger, capable of both 
compassion and strength and commitment. The day is behind us when 
we were little boys showing off for our girlfriends.
The girls are grown up women now expecting us, yearning for us, to 
be grown up men.
 Let’s put the word dudes to bed with the little children.

Larry Richards with Gregory Baum, June 1986

Gregory Baum was a singular man. Upon first meeting, you know he is 
open, caring and ever present to the person at hand.

His resourcefulness in reaching out was a benefit to many of us.
We were transitioning from the clerical state and religious life in the 1960’s.

I can still see that smile, almost impish, to greet you.
It was a difficult time in a world we had to create, without support.

Gregory was there to walk us through the red tape of applying
for dispensations, seeking civilian jobs, and recreating ourselves. 

His world as a scholar, theologian, writer and long lived man of wisdom, 
will be chronicled by many.

For me, he was a support person, who kindled hope and love,
as I, with others, walked to a future yet uncharted.

Thank you Gregory.

A Tribute To Gregory Baum
by Connie Kurtenbach, Victoria, BC
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