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Living Right Doing Right (Continued On Page 10)
By Chris Diamond, Cobble Hill, BC

 There have been people and 
institutions inside and outside of 
Religions who have been just in 
dealing with their neighbours; in 
other words in human history, 
there have been people and 
institutions who have done what 
is right; in their dealings with 
others; they have been JUST. The 
opposite, however, is also true: 
there have been those who did not 
do right; they have not been 
JUST with others. There have 
been saints and sinners among us; 
they have ranged from the very 

good to the very evil; there have been leaders among us who have reflected 
on life and passed on their insights; and there have been others who have 
lived in a different world. This is to say that there have been peaks and 
valleys in history and there have been guides who have pointed out the right 
way though their practice may often disappoint us. It is easier to say what is 
right but it is harder to do it, particularly when doing right requires change of 
practice, attitude, faith, and tolerance.
  A great development occurred in the Roman Catholic (RC) Church in the 
middle of the last century as a result of the work of serious christians. Many 
things that happened before and after that time come to mind: Rerum 
Novarum by LeoXIII and its successor, Quadragesimo anno, by Pius XI both 
of which offered a new approach to the rights of workers;  Divino Afflante 
Spiritu by Pius XII urged Catholic Holy Scripture scholars to update the 
approach to the Bible;  Pacem in Terris by John XXIII - known as “the good 
Pope” who said of himself that he was “of humble and respected folk“ - he 
affirmed the rights and dignity of people necessary in order to bring peace, 
justice, love, and freedom to the world. These institutional church leaders laid 
out the blueprints for people to live right, to do the right thing. John XIII 
gathered the world’s RC bishops for Vatican Council II to update the entire 
RC Church and to offer guidelines for action. However the many of the 
faithful who were inspired, there also were the many others who paid little 
heed to the new direction of the RC Church. 
  It is sometimes hard to bring about change of practice and attitude. The 
scholarly leaders, the experts at Vatican II, the women and men spiritual 
writers are very numerous and well known; to try to name them would 
require a long list. Here are only a few: Karl Rahner, Ed. Schillebeeckx, Yves 
Congar, Bernhard Haring, Bernard Lonergan, John L. Mckenzie, Raymond 
Brown, Gregory Baum, Rosemary Ruether, Mary Jo Leddy, Hose Hobday, 
John P. Meyer…. All of these hav given a new impetus to living right the 
Gospel message of Jesus. 
  Having read about ‘doing what was right’, I was able to recognize it in 
action. Having been given a leave of absence from the OMIs in Ottawa and 
been told to leave town, I had gone first to Hamilton Ont. where I spent a few 
weeks knowing no one and thinking about what to do next. In 1965 I took 
advice and moved to Toronto. For the next year, I had a job, some 

Benedictine friends from St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville MN, a friendly OMI 
from Ottawa; all were students at St Michael’s College studying theology 
with Gregory Baum OSA. It was a pleasant transition time with good friends, 
good liturgies, and quiet reflection time. While it was a busy, productive time 
for Gregory Baum who was teaching, writing books, and going to Rome for 
ecumenical meetings. I benefitted from many conversations with the student 
friends about the “Blondelian shift”.   
  Maurice Blondel, a mid-18th century theologian philosopher whose 
“original idea was that truth is present in action: the trusting surrender to God 
takes place in what people do. Blondel was the first Catholic thinker who 
taught that divine revelation is not information about another world but, 
rather, an initiation into a new self-understanding and a new way of being and 
acting in the world. I call this the Blondelian shift.” (G. Baum The Oil Has 
Not Run Dry) However, Baum adds his own observation that “many who 
share Blondel’s idea that  the internal logic of human striving moves people 
towards encounter with Transcendence… I know too many people committed 
to justice and solidarity who do not have a religious bone in their 
body.” (Baum’s work on Blondel can be found in his Man Becoming, 
Religion and Alienation, The Credibility of the Church Today, and Amazing 
Church, and  The Oil Has Not Run Dry: The story of My Theological 
Pathway McGill-Queen’s UP. The latter book explains, among other things, 
why he wrote the other books.)
  Blondel’s insight was that God acts not from outside of this world, i.e. that 
God acts not “up there” extrinsic to this world, but that humans know and 
learn about God by God’s intrinsic presence here in what happens to them 
“That is God’s gift to humanity. We learn to imagine God as the Ground that 
carries us, the Summons that empowers us, and the Light that illumines our 
way. Here we do not have to leave history to encounter the Absolute: God is 
present in history as Life, Light, and Love, as Origin, Word, and Spirit. 
Instead of the great Outsider who occasionally intervenes in human life, God 
is here envisaged as the great Insider sustaining us as we struggle to fulfill our 
human vocation.” (G. Baum, The Oil Has Not Run Dry p. 56)
  Another major development in the direction of the RC Church took place at 
Vatican II. It reminded Catholics of their freedom to live according to the 
dictates of conscience! This refocused  an older Catholic principle that one’s 
conscience is the primary guide to moral behaviour. Creation is God’s Word 
for everyone; conscience is one’s fundamental guide. In 1968 at Medellin, the 
“Latin American Bishops, realizing that the Latin American faithful were the 
‘poor’, conferenced to apply the renewal of the Gospel teaching on 
humanity’s conduct towards the ‘poor’. 
  Renewal in the Church depends on the success of raising the consciousness 
of the faithful.  Otherwise, the oppression of the ‘poor’ in Latin America was 
likely to remain unchanged. The social structures  needed renewal to bring 
about a just society. The Medillin Bishops Conference reached the conclusion 
that the Bishops would lead the way, to identify and act in solidarity with the 
poor. This change of attitude was called ‘the preferential option for the poor’; 
it was a call to love God and those who suffered under injustice and 
oppression; it was to be a peaceful renewal. 
  The World Synod of Bishops in Rome in 1971, supported the Medillin 
Bishops’ conclusion: The Synod said “We have come to recognize that the 
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PREFERENTIAL OPTION OR THE POOR
The principle behind the phrase was articulated by the Catholic Bishops at the Second Vatican Council. In their 
Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et spes they spoke of the poor from the very first line, repeating the word nine times 
and concluding: "The council, considering the immensity of the hardships which still afflict the greater part of 
mankind today, regards it as most opportune that an organism of the universal Church be set up in order that both 
the justice and love of Christ toward the poor might be developed everywhere.”
In its origins, the concept was connected with the liberation theology movement of the mid-20th century. As a 
developed theological principle, the option for the poor was first articulated by Fr. Gustavo Gutierrez, O.P. in his 
landmark work, A Theology of Liberation (1971). Gutierrez asserts that the principle is rooted in both the Old and 
New Testaments and claims that a preferential concern for the physical and spiritual welfare of the poor is an 
essential element of the Gospel.
Pope Francis's apostolic exhortation Evangelii gaudium includes a long section on "The inclusion of the poor in 
society" (186-216) in which he noted that "Without the preferential option for the poor, 'the proclamation of the 
Gospel … risks being misunderstood or submerged'.”
Tony Equale writes: “I say emphatically . . . if at one time in the distant past I ever thought of myself as helping 
“them”, I do so no longer.  The poor have taught me that we in the First World have more to learn than to teach, 
more to ask for than to give.  I’ll go even further.  It’s my opinion that they offer us a model to live by, a model that 
can sustain our staggering world.  But I worry that the model is fading, as the Third World turns inexorably in the 
direction we have laid out for them.” https://tonyequale.wordpress.com/the-poverty-of-the-rich-and-the-poverty-of-
the-poor/
Let me repeat Tony’s words: “The poor have taught me that we . . . have more to learn than to teach, more to ask for 
than to give. . . they offer us a model to live by.”
Now that’s a huge switch! The poor can teach us?! What can they possibly give to us - we who have everything and 
they have nothing?
I can hardly believe the answer: “they offer us a model to live by, a model that can sustain our staggering 
world”.
Hear what Tony Equale says about this:
“Where am I going with all this?  The point is that the most appropriate response from the First World is not rich 
people giving money to poor people.  The value of voluntary poverty does not lie in its connection with almsgiving.  
It’s not our generosity that’s called for, it’s our self-denial.  The “zeal to heal”, the attempt to be effective -- out of 
context -- may only intensify the problem.  My perspective says the rich should become poor, not the poor rich.  It 
symbolizes a serious reduction in our consumption habits.  Almsgiving may be a response to what we need, not 
necessarily what the poor need.  Voluntary poverty declares that we in the First World have to change ourselves, not 
the poor -- that the problem is not with them, it’s with us. And the solution, contrariwise, is not to be found in our 
way of living but theirs; we have to begin to live like they do.”
Looking at the spirituality of Jesus, which is also the spirituality of the poor, then we have a blueprint with a goal 
that is different from the traditional goal of personal salvation in which so many of us were brought up to believe. 
This goal, you might say, is the salvation of our selves from the destructive goals and practices of modern living, 
such as unbridled capitalism, consumerism, throw away culture, economic inequality, inadequate wages and so on.
Instead of emphasizing worship of Jesus, we might do well to emphasize imitating him. This would mean changing 
our priorities. For example, we might put more effort into living the spirit of poverty rather than trying to save our 
souls doing “churchy” things. 
It may not feel very “religious” to be more consumer conscious, be thriftier, like the poor, and be less wasteful, to 
support the efforts of unions in getting a living wage for workers, to be more ecology conscious, and so on. Yet isn’t 
this closer to what Jesus taught by his life?
Emil Kutarna
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Padre Melo’s Fight For Human Rights
by Matt Ippel, SJ, Lima, Peru

Published Aug 5, 2017 in Faith & Politics:
https://thejesuitpost.org/2017/08/finding-hope-in-honduras-padre-
melos-fight-for-human-rights/

 Latin American Jesuits are raising the alarm about threats against 
human rights defenders in Honduras, including attacks aimed at 
discrediting the work and threatening the life of Father Ismael 
Moreno, SJ.
 Moreno – affectionately known by all as “Padre Melo” – is director 
of the Honduran Jesuit radio station, Radio Progreso, and the 
Honduran Jesuit social action and analysis center, the Reflection, 
Investigation and Communication Team (ERIC). He is recognized 
internationally for promoting human rights in a country characterized 
by its weak institutions, official corruption and an extremely high 
murder rate. The broadcast station Radio Progreso reaches many rural 
communities, as well as the country’s largest cities. It serves as an 
important independent voice in a country where powerful interests 
control most broadcast media. And Padre Melo is a particularly 
coherent independent critical voice, one that Honduras very much 
needs.
 Padre Melo has recently been attacked for his efforts to promote 
dialogue and advocated for those most marginalized in Honduran 
society. During student strikes last year at the national university, 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de Honduras (UNAH), Padre Melo 
sat at the negotiating table at the request of the students, who felt he 
would listen to them and be a voice of reason. While agreements were 
reached between both parties and the overall prognosis appeared to be 
positive, that optimism did not last long. This year student strikes and 
protests returned to the UNAH, protesting the continuing 
stigmatization and criminalization of students by university 
authorities.
 Retaliation was swift: 19 university students were arrested and 
suspended for five years, accused of occupying and damaging one of 
the university buildings, and three university students were found 
guilty this past June for occupying university property during 
demonstrations in July 2015. These punitive actions have garnered 

international attention at the highest level: the Office of the UN High 
Commission for Human Rights in Honduras (OACNUDH) expressed 
serious concern about the conviction of the three students in July 
2015, and emphasized that these unjust judicial actions are being 
applied widely in Honduras: “in penal processes initiated particularly 
against human rights defenders, indigenous communities, Garifunas 
and peasants, encouraging their criminalization and indictment.”
 Additionally, the university has brought in police forces and 
contracted private security forces to remove students from the 
buildings, which have resulted in injuries and building damages. 
Recent murders have also drawn concern for the physical safety of 
those exercising their right to peaceful protest. On July 23, the father 
of student Andrés Gómez, one of the 19 arrested, was murdered after 
supporting the demonstrations and attending the judicial hearing of 
his son. On July 11, a student active in the student movement was 
murdered.

Father Ismael Moreno, S.J.
 Padre Melo has responded to all of this by re-doubling his efforts to 
promote dialogue, vocalizing the need for the inclusion of all 
perspectives at the table, especially the university students, who 
should be treated as the important dialogue partners in the 
reconciliation process that they are.
 Despite his role as reconciler, Padre Melo has been attacked by the 
UNAH for “instigating” recent violence. In the midst of protests this 
past July, the UNAH rector, Julieta Castellanos, accused Padre Melo 
of “agitating” the student movement, and of “promoting practices and 
behaviors that… generate violence among the university students.” 
The UNAH has also terminated its academic agreement with the 
Jesuit center for social action, analysis and human rights, ERIC.  
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These moves came after Padre Melo accompanied the Venezuelan 
group “Guaraguao” to a concert hosted on the university campus at 
the students’ request.

***
This public attack against Padre Melo by the UNAH rector is both a 
threat to an independent information source and a threat to his life 
and the lives of those he works with. It is embedded in a larger 
narrative that makes any dissenting voice the “enemy.” Individuals 
and organizations in Honduras supporting marginalized and 
oppressed communities and peoples are themselves being subject to a 
similar form of stigmatization and criminalization. Those who 
advocate for justice, for the defense of the rights of the marginalized 
and excluded, are being discredited, criminalized and assassinated 
throughout Honduras.
 The concern for human rights defenders and all of those who are 
considered in the “opposition” or “threats” to the political-military-
business establishment that maintains power in Honduras is not only 
the risks involved for these individuals and organizations, but also the 
limiting of these spaces of public debate, dialogue and critical 
thinking, all of which are key to a democratic society. At a celebration 
of the 60th Anniversary of Radio Progreso this past December, for 
instance, Emilio Álvarez Icasa, former Executive Secretary of the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, argued that the spaces 
available to criticize and denounce the government in Honduras have 
become fewer. To the extent that these spaces are limited, so too is 
democracy truncated.
 Padre Melo has expressed concern for the treatment of human rights 
defenders, environmentalists, journalists, student movements, all 
those who comprise the “opposition” to the dominant forces who are 
unable to control these groups. Those forces, he argues, engage in the 
stigmatization and criminalization of those participating in social 
protest and the human rights and environmental groups advocating 
for the defense of human rights and natural resources. In a recent 
article that quoted Padre Melo, he states that there is a four-stage 
progression to that process: first, these individuals and organizations 
are ignored; second, they are stigmatized; third, they are criminalized; 
and lastly, they are assassinated.
 Given this reality, the UNAH rector’s accusations are extremely 
alarming. Powerful sectors of Honduran society that feel threatened 
by the work of Radio Progreso and ERIC can use Sra. Julieta’s words 
and accusations to defame and de-legitimize these institutions. In a 
country where violence and impunity reign, the rector’s insistence 
that Padre Melo is disrespectful of authority and promoting chaos and 
anarchy can only be viewed ominously. Her words, Padre Melo 
shows us, are part of a process to ignore, discredit, criminalize, and 
kill all opposition.

***
 There has been an escalation of risks and threats not only against 
Padre Melo, but also the team of ERIC and Radio Progreso who 
receive, along with Padre Melo, protective measures from the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights. In the last several years, 

two employees of ERIC-Radio Progreso have been murdered – 
Carlos Mejía in 2014 and Nery Jeremías Orellada in 2011 – and 
threats have been made against 16 employees since the 2009 
government coup. In late March 2017, a defamation campaign 
targeted Padre Melo, Salvador Zúniga, a distinguished indigenous 
leader, and members of the Civic Council for Popular and Indigenous 
Organizations in Honduras (COPINH) – whose founder, Berta 
Cáceres, was killed last year. The campaign tried to discredit Padre 
Melo and these other individuals and organizations, accusing them of 
having ties with money laundering and narco-trafficking. Human 
rights defenders and indigenous organizations registered concern for 
the further victimization of human and environmental rights groups 
through this defamation campaign, aimed at weakening, stigmatizing 
and even criminalizing these individuals and organizations. Radio 
Progreso-ERIC argued that this defamation campaign was being used 
as a façade to conceal and divert attention away from what was 
happening simultaneously in New York, where the testimony of the 
brothers who operated the Cachiros, a Honduran narco-trafficking 
organization, was implicating some government officials and business 
leaders in Honduras.

Padre Melo at a protest
 The human rights, media communication, social analysis and 
accompaniment work that they undertake put them at greater risk of 
stigmatization, discrediting and even death. And this occurs in a 
context characterized by weak and corrupt Honduran institutions, 
impunity and unsolved murder cases, and the lack of protection for 
human rights defenders, environmentalists and journalists. Honduras 
continues to be the most dangerous country for environmental 
activists (based on the number of assassinations per capita) with 127 
activists killed since 2007, 14 of them killed in last year alone, 
including international known Berta Cáceres, according to Global 
Witness.

 On July 29, a day after the UNAH rescinded the agreement with 
ERIC with the public accusations by Sra. Julieta, Padre Melo 
published this on his Facebook account:

Padre Melo’s Fight For Human Rights Continued...
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Padre Melo’s Fight For Human Rights Continued...

 We will continue to cry out for a culture of peace. Speaking for 
myself and for my team at ERIC and Radio Progreso, we remain fully 
open to dialogue and to search for rational solutions no matter how 
adverse the context. And even though the path seems closed, there is 
no other way because the accusations which are so direct and 
threatening on the part of Sra. Julieta, have left us exposed and much 
more vulnerable to the immense powers that are behind her. What my 
team and I, in particular, can expect is physical aggression on the part 
of criminal forces, to be forcibly disappeared, to continue to be 
discredited and stigmatized in many ways, or at the very least to be 
sued and sentenced and end up in the Pozo prison. We will continue 
to be promoters of peace, education and full civic participation in 
freedom and democracy and the rule of law.
 In a statement released on the Feast of St. Ignatius of Loyola, July 
31, the Central American Jesuits, with support from the Conference 
of Provincials for Latin America and the Caribbean of the Society of 
Jesus, expressed the following:
 We want to declare that the attacks directed against Fr. Melo are the 
consequence of working to defend the human rights of all sectors of 
society and of accepting to be mediators for “reconciling the 
estranged,” … The defense of human rights of the most excluded 
populations is the horizon that guides the work of the Society of Jesus 
in Honduras. Fr. Ismael Moreno and the team of ERIC-Radio 
Progreso are a model and valiant example of the Mission of the 
Society of Jesus that was reaffirmed in the 36th General 
Congregation, where it defines its central Mission as the 
reconciliation of humankind, as a single expression of the 
reconciliation with God, with people and with creation (GC 36, 
Decree 1, Life and Mission).
 We are certain that none of these attacks will be able to undermine 
the firm integrity of the efforts of ERIC-Radio Progreso, of the 
members of its team and of its director, Fr. Ismael Moreno. Their 
search for “solutions which are fully human” for all the people of the 
Republic of Honduras, and especially for those people who we should 
care for most as Christians and as Jesuit companions of Fr. Melo, 
which is to say for the poor and oppressed to whom we must give 
preferential option, as preached by Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ, our 
one Lord. For these reasons we support, reaffirm and admire the labor 
of Fr. Ismael Moreno and the entire team of ERIC-Radio Progreso.”
 Along with the Latin American Jesuits, there has been an outpour of 
support of and solidarity with Padre Melo and the team at ERIC and 
Radio Progreso from individuals and organizations from across the 
country, voicing their deep concern for the recent attacks against 
Padre Melo. Concern has also been raised internationally from 
solidarity groups, human rights groups and most recently US 
Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur, who issued a statement expressing 
concern about the increase of risk for human rights defenders in 
Honduras, explicitly mentioning Padre Melo and the entire team of 
Radio Progreso and ERIC.

***

The author with Padre Melo
 This story has a personal dimension for me. Padre Melo has been my 
mentor, someone I have looked up to ever since I met him prior to 
entering the Jesuits.
 Last year I was at a conference with Melo. A month earlier his dear 
friend and fellow promoter of justice and peace in Honduras, Berta 
Cáceres, had been brutally killed in her home. He gave me an 
affectionate huge, saying “querido compañero,” resting his head on 
my shoulder. He was the compassionate, cariñoso, affective 
compañero and brother all who know him love.
 In the midst of the violence and despair symbolized by Berta’s death, 
I had to ask Melo: how do you all do what you do? “It’s the hope we 
have facing whatever problem,” he answered. No one can take that 
hope away from Padre Melo, however challenging and dangerous his 
work.
 When he received the Rafto Prize, Melo, echoing the vision that 
animates Radio Progreso and ERIC, said, “I believe profoundly in 
life, and I profoundly believe in human beings and I deeply believe 
that the good will prevail against any kind of evil and violence. 
Because of this I am happy to share my life and my work in the 
world.”
 

Matt Ippel, SJ
mippelsj@thejesuitpost.org

http://jesuitascam.org/comunicado-2/
http://jesuitascam.org/comunicado-2/
https://kaptur.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/kaptur-statement-threats-human-rights-defenders-honduras
https://kaptur.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/kaptur-statement-threats-human-rights-defenders-honduras
https://www.rafto.no/the-rafto-prize/padre-melo
https://www.rafto.no/the-rafto-prize/padre-melo
mailto:mippelsj@thejesuitpost.org
mailto:mippelsj@thejesuitpost.org
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Letter To Prime Minister Trudeau
by Douglas Crosby, OMI Bishop, Hamilton, ON

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, P.C., M.P. Prime Minister of 
Canada
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON
K1A 0A6
justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca
Dear Prime Minister,
9 August 2017

 I read with interest the news of your audience with Pope Francis in 
Rome this past May, during which you discussed many issues, 
including the impact of industry on creation and humanity itself. 
These effects are among the concerns closest to the heart of the 
Catholic Church in Canada, particularly when they involve 
Indigenous Peoples.
 Most recently, the Catholic Bishops of Latin America have brought 
to our attention their deep concerns regarding the presence of 
Canadian extraction companies with operations in Latin America. 
Many of these companies are directly responsible for serious 
environmental degradation and human rights’ violations. It is 
particularly unfortunate that their commercially driven interests have 
direct ill consequences on Indigenous populations whose ancestral 
lands are being ravaged and depleted by unethical, unjust and 
irresponsible ways of mining.
 This blatant disregard for the land and the people who inhabit it 
would not be tolerated if the voices of those affected were not 
silenced by those with political influence whose financial interests are 
tied to these operations. In Honduras, Brazil, and elsewhere in Latin 
America, individuals and communities have been kept down from 
defending their land, water, and livelihoods. It is well known that the 
control, extraction, processing, and trade of these resources finance 
armed groups whose exploitation of power hinders and endangers 
vulnerable populations. We have heard stories of how threats, 
violence, extortion and even murder have been used to advance the 
progress of big business and industry to the detriment – both human 
and economic – of the poor.
 We, as Canadians, are among the privileged. We cannot remain 
indifferent to the cry of the poor or to the repercussions of 
environmental degradation on our common home. We cannot accept 
the unethical way Canadian mining companies have been operating in 
Latin America or other regions of the world, taking the absence of 
effective regulatory schemes as a reason to shirk their ethical 
responsibilities.
 It is up to all of us – government, corporations, investors, local 
authorities, workers and consumers – to change our attitudes and 
practices if we are ever to live in a world in which the creation of 
wealth from the fruits of the earth does not blind us to the origin and 

purpose of these goods, which is to advance the conditions of life for 
all. As Pope Francis has clearly pointed out, natural ecology is closely 
tied to human ecology, so that our treatment of the natural world is 
inextricably linked to how we view other human beings, how we 
envisage the moral shaping of society, and how we relate to God (cf. 
Encyclical Letter Laudato sì [On Care for Our Common Home], 
Vatican City, 2015, no 5 ff.).
 Your government’s recent interest in reinvigorating Canada’s foreign 
policy was the subject of a letter I sent to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs dated 29 June 2017 in which I expressed my dismay with her 
speech to the House of Commons on Canadian foreign policy on 9 
June 2017. Reponses to my letter in news media from both the 
Minister herself and from the Honourable Marie-Calude Bibeau, who 
recently met with the Archbishop of Sherbrooke, the Most Rev. Luc 
Cyr, have suggested a willingness on the part of your Cabinet to 
deepen this important discussion with faith leaders.
 We invite you to consider the enclosed Open Letter (attachment 1) 
from nearly 200 Latin American and international organizations in 
which important concerns about Canada’s global mining sector are 
raised. This letter, dated 25 April 2016, was sent well over a year ago 
and is still awaiting a response. Those who signed it, including 
members of the ecumenical Churches and Mining Network (Red 
Iglesias y Minería), hope for change based on the commitment that 
you, as Prime Minister, and your government have made towards the 
adoption of a legislative framework that would hold state agencies 
and companies to account for abuses related to Canadian mining 
companies’ overseas operations. Their suggestions include:
•The creation of objective and impartial means (such as an 
ombudsperson) to monitor and investigate complaints of abuses in 
connection with Canadian mining companies abroad; 
•Access to Canadian courts that would allow violations of 
environmental and human rights’ legislation by Canadian mining 
companies operating abroad to be prosecuted under Canadian law; 
•An end to Canadian government action, whether through aid, trade, 
technical assistance or diplomacy, that seeks to influence the adoption 
or modification of regulatory frameworks in recipient countries for 
extractive projects; and 
•A halt to the pursuit of free trade and investment agreements that 
favour Canadian mining companies over people and the environment, 
in particular an end to investor-state international arbitration 
mechanisms, which foreign investors use to protect their investments 
and to evade regulation or accountability for abuses. 
 More than two years ago, my predecessor as President of the 
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, the Most Reverend Paul-
André Durocher, Archbishop of Gatineau, issued the enclosed letter 
of support (attachment 2) to the then President of the Episcopal 
Council of Latin America (CELAM) as an expression of our 
solidarity with its decision to appear on 19 March 2015, in 
Washington, D.C., before a tribunal of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) regarding the ethical and 
moral implications of projects involving the extractive industries in 

mailto:justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca
mailto:justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca
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Letter To Prime Minister Trudeau Continued...

Latin America. The Most Reverend Donald Bolen, then Bishop of 
Saskatoon, and who is still Chairman of the CCCB Commission for 
Justice and Peace, was present for the tribunal hearing as a further 
expression of our solidarity. A copy of the letter was forwarded to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs at the time, the Honourable Rob 
Nicholson, in which Archbishop Durocher pointed out how our 
Conference has been concerned for some years about Canadian 
connections with the extractive industries active in Latin America.
 The Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace – 
Caritas Canada has also repeatedly called for access to justice for 
communities affected by the activities of Canadian mining companies 
overseas, a call that has been supported and echoed by the Bishops of 
Canada. Over 80,000 Canadians joined Development and Peace in 
their 2013 Voice for Justice Campaign, calling for an independent 
ombudsperson for the overseas extractive sector.
 When will the Government of Canada respond to these repeated calls 
for improved oversight of Canadian extractive companies operating 

abroad? I look forward to hearing from you, and thank you for your 
attention to our ongoing concerns.

c.c.: - The Honourable Chrystia Freeland, Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sincerely,
(Most Rev.) Douglas Crosby, OMI Bishop of Hamilton
President of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops

Encl.

- The Honourable James Gordon Carr, Minister of Natural Resources

Dreams Change But We Should Never Let Them Die
by Hank Mattimore, San Jose, CA

 Many moons ago when I was a young man, my dreams were as big 
as the highest mountain, as deep as the oceans.  In my youthful zeal, I 
was ready to bring the word of God to all nations.
When I was finally ordained a priest and assigned to our mission in 
Japan, I recall flying over Tokyo, Seeing the bright lights of the city 
down below I thought to myself how privileged I was to be chosen to 
bring Christianity to this heretofore “pagan nation.” 
 A half century later, I find it difficult to relate to the vision of this 
young man, burning with Christian zeal who dreamt of converting 
this nation to my religious beliefs. I have long since discovered that 

showing love and respect to others as they are is ultimately wiser and 
more effective than trying to convert them.
 That doesn’t mean I have given up on my dreams; far from it. I still 
dream of a better world where people live in peace, in which success 
is measured not by our wealth but by our love and concern for one 
another and for the earth we share. I still yearn for peace on earth.
Some would say that this dream is no more realistic than my youthful 
vision. Maybe they are right but humankind’s greatest 
accomplishments have always begun with a dream in the soul of 
individuals who saw what others could not see.
 The Bible speaks of a time “when your young men shall see visions 
and your old men shall dream dreams.” I think it’s important that 
those of us with some mileage on our engines keep alive our dreams, 
hold them and preserve them for the future of our race.   
 What we old guys and gals have to contribute to the younger 
generation is perspective. After all, we have experienced some tough 
times, the global depression, World War 2, Vietnam, the cold war. As 
a crusty old buddy of mine puts it, “We been through some s-t.”  The 
legacy we old timers can leave the coming generations is the gift of 
hope. The enemy of our times, as it has been for so many times in the 
past, is fear. Like a dark cloud it hovers over our lives making us 
hesitant to embrace future plans. Fear paralyzes; hope inspires. Our 
dreams can and do change but, God willing, may we never let it 
happen that we allow them to die.
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The Eucharist
by Seamus Ahearne, OSA, Dublin, Ireland

 The Eucharist is not something we 
‘possess’. In the sharing of bread and wine, 
the faith community recognizes what is at 
stake in the Thora – the Jewish tradition - 
and how this has taken shape in Jesus. 
Sharing constitutes the centre of this 
common meal. In the celebration of the 
Eucharist we express our trust, we represent 
and celebrate that at its deepest level life is 
sharing. We express our conviction to 

ourselves and to the whole world that God wants to share God’s very 
self and be one with us, that God accepts us unconditionally and that 
in imitation of God we intend to share and communicate our own 
selves. The celebration of the `Eucharist' is rich in meaning. The word 
itself means ‘thanksgiving’: in the Eucharist we express our gratitude 
for creation, for our life, for the liberating narrative of Israel and of 
Jesus. At the same time we ask that God's creating and liberating 
power will continue to support and inspire us, to give us wings and 
allow us to let the whole world profit from it. The Eucharist consists 
of a mixture of prayer and activity, in the sharing of bread and wine. 
The prayers can take various forms; in the early days there were 
several versions of the words of institution. These are not magical 
terms and could, as some of the old texts show, be absent altogether.
 The Eucharist is called a ‘sacrament’, a Latin term which means 
‘something with provides a guarantee’. In the Roman army the 
military oath of allegiance was called a ‘sacramentum’. The term was 
adopted by the Latin-speaking church in the West and used to indicate 
various actions in the church, among them the celebration of the 
Eucharist. To indicate what it implied the word used by the Greek-
speaking, Eastern church is preferable: ‘mystêrion’, ‘something 
which was first hidden but now becomes manifest’.
 If we want to understand the Eucharist we should start from what we 
do when we celebrate it; this form of thanksgiving has the shape of a 

common (ritual) meal, and the prayers indicate how special a form of 
meal it is. We do not have an elaborate meal with one other, but as it 
were concentrate it in a gesture, which ‘symbolizes’ (we ‘throw it 
together’, which in Greek is ‘symballein’) or sums up what is at stake 
in this particular meal. In modern languages the meaning of the terms 
sacrament and symbol has become too divergent from each other. In 
the common sharing of bread and wine, in doing what Jesus has done, 
he is present in our midst. The bread which is broken refers explicitly 
to Jesus' life and death, the wine points to his life force, to his 
strength of mind and spirit, to his blood; in the Bible ‘blood’ means 
life force. 
 God’s eucharistic presence has been realized as an example in the life 
and activity of Jezus of Nazareth, who shared out his own life even to 
his death at the cross. This form of unbounded sharing is liberating: it 
liberates us from constricting bonds, from evil, from mistakes we 
have made, from ‘sins’, from an oppressive past. It promises us that 
in the future, which always remains uncertain, we may always have 
trust in the God who is love. At the celebration of the Eucharist the 
whole world is present on the table. People's labour, the violence 
between men and women, induced by both individual persons and 
groups, the lack of food, usually the outcome of unjust economic 
relations, the poisoned environment, the desire of every person the be 
seen and be recognized, – all this comes to the table even when it is 
not mentioned explicitly.
 The history of the Jewish people, with its exodus from the ‘house of 
slavery’, the long journey through the desert and the cry for food and 
drink, the exile and return to the promised land, but also the 
holocaust, are on the table, and so is the life story of the Jew Jesus, 
his death and resurrection, in the whole history of those who have 
tried to follow him, in their good and bad moments. The fact that 
people keep celebrating the Eucharist is a token of their hope that 
there will be a time in which justice will be done to every person. 

What is prayer?
 A young lady wrote to me from Scotland. She was asking how she could 
have reached the advanced age of 67 before being able to pray?  I wrote back 
to her and said: ‘You have always prayed.  Your love for Tony was a prayer. 
Your love for your children was a prayer. Your work was a prayer. Your 
friendship was a prayer. Your art was a prayer. Your goodness was a prayer. 
Your life is a prayer. Your presence – as an artist- in- residence (hospice) was 
most definitely a prayer (For the patients and for you.)
 I ask every family at Baptisms about praying. They had answered that they 
would teach their children to pray. I ask them – what does that mean?  Their 
heads drop. People are ever so reluctant to say anything in case it might be 
wrong.
 But what is prayer?   It is the taking off of shoes. It is the burning bush. It is 
the gentle breeze. It is the awareness of nature. It is gratitude. It is beauty. It is 
wonder. It is the poetry of the soul. It is the music of life. It is awesomeness. 
It is kindness. It is goodness. It is gentleness. It is the eyes of the heart and 
imagination open to whisper – ‘thank you’. It is the big heart of laughter. It is 
the touch of comfort. It is the warmth of love. It is the awareness of the 
uniqueness and mystery of a little life. It is finding a Tent of Meeting. It is 
any old mountain that gives a view.’

 As I scribbled those words rapidly, I thought of Paddy Kavanagh. Paddy was 
a grumpy old so-and-so. But he was the one who could 'pick the pockets of 
God.’ He was the one who could recall his attic room and see ‘the stars 
shining in’ with the very mystery of God. He was the one who could see ‘God 
breathing his love in a cutaway bog.’  Maybe more prayer and better praying 
is essential for all of us. The psalms are great models. It will be the poets of 
faith. It will be the politicians with backbone. It will be the artists. It will be 
the humour and laughter. It will be creative faith. It will be those who get 
stuck in the scrum of life and show what hope is. It will be the teachers who 
lift the hearts and imaginations of our children. It will be the parents who 
give their all. It will be the people who make music. It will be a Church that 
is full of heart and always welcoming. It will be that Tent of Meeting and that  
Mountain where views of goodness and beauty and wonder and Godliness are 
shown off. It will be gracefulness and love. It will be a place where 
Sacrament (Augustine said that there are hundreds of sacraments, and he was 
right) is celebrated and is noticed as echoes of God everywhere. It will be 
even the Paddy Kavanaghs in our own spirit that can see and celebrate. It will 
be anything and everyone who lifts us beyond the ordinary and the obvious 
and enables us to see the treasure and the pearl.
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Thumbs up, to Kerry 
Walters.

 Of course the 
ANSWERS are very 
clear. What may be of 
concern to those of us, 
privileged by life-
experience & 
circumstance to engage in 
this kind of Dialogue, is 
whether there be any 
'justifiable reason' for the 
DELAY. Much of our 

indignation & irritation stems from how long can be the 
Waiting Game; and it is not beyond possibility that Pope Francis 
himself is among those pondering whether or not to 'GET ON WITH 
IT'.
 The reasons for delay begin to come clear with recognition that the 
historical, legal & judicial, & 'the bureaucratic' (not to forget 'the 
political')  are all part of the twisted skein that constitutes our present 
cultural reality. I keep 'harping' about a 'breakthrough on how we see 
things', sparked more than fifty years ago by 'la nouvelle theologie'---
history still proceeds by an evolutionary time-clock, with change so 

slow and 'imperceptible' as to be outside our normal range of 
comprehension---"They also serve, who only stand and wait".  What 
may also be of some concern for 'us', are the assumptions we can fall 
heir to with less than precise understanding of terms like "The Elect', 
and 'An Elite'. "The days shall be shortened, for the sake of the 
Elect". Those of us so favoured by experience and education may also 
recognize that while there is obviously an 'educated elite' that can 
concern itself with topics like this, there is a difference between 'elite' 
and 'elitist'.
 The 'elitist' assumes that because he has been 'favored' he can adopt a 
'superior attitude' towards the 'less-favored other'. We are familiar 
with 'a monetary elite', but may there not also be 'an intellectual elite', 
and might not be the root cause of recent political developments south 
of our  Border? This is perhaps the meaningful core of what Jesus did 
(by way of answering that question) when he 'washed the feet of the 
disciples'.
 I have met folks in local-discussion group context who were 
reluctant to 'join in' because, "The people in that group are so 'smart' 
as to be far beyond me". The forum has to be rid of that puppy-leash 
notion; every comment, from any combo of social background, 
education, and comprehension, plays its appointed role in furthering 
'understanding'.
 So the watchword can be PATIENCE; but the Promise is 'Blessed are 
they who will be found watching'.

Response To: The Single Best Argument For Women Priests
by Dan Driscoll, Halifax, NS

Response To Paul Gorman
by Tom McMahon, San Jose, CA

1. Our local bishops came home 
in 1965 totally ignorant as to the 
value of  John the 23’s Council 
and years were spent on in-
fighting within clerical circles as 
to how to implement the massive 
“agiornamento”. History continues 
to record our evolutionary 
successes and failures; huge issues 
have come under question, the 
value of sacraments, 
meaningfulness of prayer, a church 

of roman authority, the role of the laity, etc. etc. The situation today is 
the church on an operating table, its vital organs being examined.  
2. Semnet is a modern tool, a people’s voice, that “sensus fidelium” 
that exhibits a marvelous ability to exist and survive in human nature. 
Sure there is a mixture of much of the past, the clerical, the academic, 
at times a hierarchical voice, and lately the voice of the lay person. 
When church authority dismissed and deemed you, and me, unfit 
because of our different thinking concerning human sexuality they 
unceremoniously returned us to the lay state, for a while successful in 
keeping us silent.Your voice is that of a layman, part of an ongoing 

process that we had no sense of at the times of our ordination, a new 
vocation/calling that shatters the deafening silence you refer to. Your 
outcry is not the end or an isolated plea; it is in the words of Winston 
Churchill “the beginning of the end” of hieratical domination. Rome 
and its satellite bishops may lay claim to ownership of millions of 
dollars of property but the internet will remain free passage for 
uncensored peoples’ ideas. Three hundred years from now people 
will express appreciation of  John the 23’s Council and its  continued 
interpretation with an historical and Gospel Jesus in mind. Jesus and 
good Christianity will survive.     
3. A word about bishops… When I was a boy in the 1930’s I knew 
Bishop Thomas A. Connolly was a staunch republican. He wore 
proudly the miter, that medieval land owners power hat. Most 
bishops have practiced their faith as wealthy land owners, e.g. 
McIntyre and Mahoney of Los Angeles, the richest diocese in 
America. Yes, there are exceptions e.g. Gumbleton, Hunthausen, a 
handful. In my own personal contact I mention Bishop Patrick 
McGrath of San Jose as a Jesus follower, one of today’s exemplary 
few willing to teach justice, love, and forgiveness. I welcome and 
applaud his statement on the Virginia debacle I see Bishop P.J., native 
born in Dublin, Ireland, as having profited from his understanding of 
the “Irish troubles”. I wonder if there is an institutional church in 
2075 if bishops will play any role. 
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Excerpts From “Eucharist: Doing The Truth With Christian Faith”
by Gabriel Daly, OSA, Dublin, Ireland

 I believe in theological diversity 
and the freedom that should go with 
it; and since we are in an Anglican 
church, let me say how much I 
admire the Anglican ideal of 
comprehensiveness, which I know 
has its dangers and its difficulties, 
as it must in most churches that try 
something similar. In the Roman 
Catholic Church we have a division 
between traditionalists and 

reformers. I belong with the 
reformers and I take a fairly critical view of my church in some 
matters.  I have been involved with ecumenism for more than half a 
century, and I have tried to learn what I can from my studies of and 
with other churches whose insights have played a significant part in 
where I personally stand today.
 The importance of symbolism for theology of the Eucharist could 
hardly be clearer: It is seriously wrong to contrast ‘real’ with 
‘symbolic’, as I heard and read often when I was a raw theology-
student. Symbolic presence is also real presence, and it is often a 
more powerful expression than literal language could ever be. The 
doctrine of transubstantiation tragically lacks mysticism, symbolism 
and poetic language. To ask a practical question: Why are we making 

so little progress towards sharing the Eucharist with each other? It 
would seem that some decision-makers in the Catholic Church are 
still acting on pre-Vatican II principles and doctrines, thus invoking a 
theology that is no longer mandatory in the Catholic Church and 
cannot be truthfully invoked as a defence for pseudo-orthodoxy. 
Although over fifty years have passed since the council, little has 
been done to allow us share the Eucharist. Procrastination (which 
today is often called kicking the can down the road) is a cowardly 
way of blocking reform. As W.B. Yeats put it in another context, “Too 
long a sacrifice can make a stone of the heart”.  It is high time for the 
institutionally impotent to speak truth to power for the good of us all: 
denial of the right to share the Eucharist with our separated brethren 
has become a scandal in which we are all involved, if we fail to 
protest publicly against needless and obstructive procrastination. In 
my view we don’t hear enough about the human character of Holy 
Thursday.
 From the time of the Reformation, Anglicans and Protestants have 
taken issue with this, arguing that a philosophical word like 
‘transubstantiation’ should have no place in the language of Christian 
faith and worship. 

The site of the whole (long) sermon with comments on it:
http://www.associationofcatholicpriests.ie/2017/07/eucharist-doing-
the-truth-with-christian-faith/

Living Right Doing Right Continued From Page 1...
Church’s vocation is to be present at the heart of the world by proclaiming the 
Good News to the poor, freedom to the oppressed, joy to the afflicted.” The 
Canadian bishops too in the 1970s proclaimed that the Gospel calls the 
faithful to work for greater justice in Canada and the world. 
  What resulted from these decisions?
  The preferential option for the poor has been proclaimed to the faithful, but 
many today misunderstand the meaning of the word ‘poor’ (ptochoi) as it is 
used in the Gospels (Mt 5:3f). The ‘poor’ did originally indicate the  
impoverished people of Israel, but in the Gospels it had come to mean more; 
it indicated those who did not have the power to help rid themselves of their 
afflictions and oppressions, their sorrow, impoverishment, hunger, thirst, 
mourning, weeping, sickness. The public may have interpreted that the 
decision was to give money to the impoverished, and many of the public may 
have resisted that people pay their taxes and think that is more than enough. 
In Jesus’ time in Israel, there was no middle class and no surplus of 
resources; the way to relieve oppression was to take care of one’s neighbour 
and to provide whatever comfort and consolation that was to be had nearby. 
Those with power - often the cause or the occasion of the injustice and 
oppression by not doing what was right - were mostly likely not to be of help 
to the ‘poor’. 
  For example, the Gospel Beatitudes link the ‘poor’ with injustice. It seems 
to me that the faithful - good people that they are - for whatever reason are 
not aware of what it means to be the ‘poor’. People resist being involved in 
changing the structures of oppression and to give money to the impoverished. 
People may not see that it is the structures of the culture that need betterment 
and that they have the power to renew them.   
At the Victoria, BC diocesan synod, the people of the diocese reached 400 
decisions for action in the following categories: 1. There are actions that an 
individual or group may do without asking approval from the diocese; 2. 

There are other things that can be undertaken but need diocesan approval; 3. 
The third category consists of actions that require approval from the 
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB); 4. Lastly, there are 
actions that require the approval of the Vatican. These decisions were made 
by the people of the diocese gathered in synod over more than two years. The 
synod from its beginning focused on raising people’s awareness of what it 
was possible for them to do. The decisions were approved and promulgated 
by Bishop De Roo in each parish of the diocese. Ordination for women was 
one example. The synod decided that women who felt called to ordination 
were encouraged to pursue their call by the above actions: 1. prayer and study 
in preparation was open to all women who felt called;  2. At the right time, 
the diocese would support women’s ordination; 3. and 4. These actions would  
let the CCCB and the Pope know that the synod of this Diocese favoured 
women’s ordination. Pope J.P. 2 made a bogus statement that the faithful had 
to accept that ‘women could not be ordained’ as if it were  infallible; a host of 
theologians around the world pointed out that it was not an infallible 
statement.
  For those who believe that church institutions never change but always stay 
the same, John P. Meyer has a story in the Acknowledgments to volume 4 of 
A Marginal Jew: “I remember well how, when I told a learned Jewish 
colleague that I was beginning to write a volume focused on the Jewish Law 
at the time of Jesus, the professor replied: ‘Don’t go in there; you’ll never 
come out’.” Six years of research later, Meyer published the volume. TTT - 
Things Take Time! Do right, Live right, 
  See the world from the viewpoint of the oppressed and Act on it is “the 
preferential option for the ‘poor”. It is the way of hope for Christians; all are 
called to it by the Gospel; it requires no other approval.
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