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New Year Thoughts
By Selinde Krayenhoff, Nanoose Bay, BC

 As a priest, I get to journey with people who are grappling 
with big and deep ideas and questions; I get to regularly 
celebrate the mystery of the Eucharist; I get to visit people 
on the edge of life and have the kind of conversations that 
feed, inspire and challenge me.  I don’t always know how I 
affect others; I step out in trepidation sometimes, mostly in 
trust. It’s a gamble. I take it. It feels better than keeping safe.
 We’re so aware of the negative impact people have on the 
world. Most of our news is just this … what terrible things 
are people doing to each other. How far will people’s greed 
and lust for power take them? Do these stories help us?!
 In my own life, in my family, and in communities , I see so 
many acts of incredible generosity and kindness, of 
compassion and care. These gestures and acts rarely make 
the news. Yet witnessing and hearing about these 
expressions of good will are what give me hope, inspiration 
and joy.

 One of my favourite authors, Bo Lozoff, writes – “Don’t overlook the significance of your smallest opportunities for civilized behavior 
throughout each day. The world changes for the better with every act of kindness, and for the worse with every act of cruelty.”
 Which leads me to my quote these days though I can’t remember the author’s name: “Freedom is the capacity to pause between stimulus 
and response.” In this space, when we can find it, is our power to choose; to make choices that either serve life, or don’t.
 Four years ago when I began to work with the question, “How can I truly live in the place where the depth of my own soul’s calling and the 
deep needs of the world meet?” I’m totally in for the ride. It’s exhilarating, challenging, and enlivening. It’s my life.
 The heart is a powerful guide. A great Indian sage once said, “The mind creates the abyss, the heart crosses over it.” My experience 
confirms this - the heart yearns for, and leads to, connection with all the power, goodness and energy of life.
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 I am fearful if we take people and things for 
granted. If somehow our lives or our 
education or our rearing or our faith doesn’t 
help us be grateful – then Eucharist can’t 
happen. I have no difficulty with people 
staying away from Church but if they haven’t 
gratitude – Eucharist doesn’t exist. If I can’t 
see the cowslip or the dandelions or the smile 
or the wonder of hospitality in the gentleness 
and Godliness of love; I am lost as a human 
being. ‘Eaten bread is soon forgotten.’   That 
is dangerous. I am afraid too, lest my own 
busyness makes me ungrateful to God and to 
the past and to those around me. I am afraid. 
I cannot pray if that graciousness isn’t in me.  
Have fun with faith. Make a splash.

Seamus Ahearne. OSA
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If There Is A Hell...
by Phil Little, Ladysmith, BC

 In my last year working in 
Peru, in the northern coastal 
city of Chiclayo, I had the 
privilege to work with some 
Peruvian priests who were 
truly committed to "the 
preferential option for the 
poor", choosing to work with 
the poor, and live among them 

and sharing their poverty. One of these priests, Pedro, had studied 
theology in Germany and had an intellectual discipline that was well 
prepared to deal with a church adversary - the bishop. This bishop 
was a Spaniard, trained as a pediatric surgeon, who was a member of 
the Opus Dei group, the facist group that was the religious backbone 
of the dictatorship of Franco. When the bishop died, Pedro 
commented "If this bishop is not in hell, then there is no hell!".  For 
in our human imagination with the help of Dante and others, such 
would be the only appropriate place, if there were such a place.
 In mid-2015 a Honduran "tycoon", businessman, by the name of 
MIguel Facusse, died at the age of 90 leaving behind an empire.  Of 
him it could be said "if he is not in hell, then ...." because while he 
was celebrated by the powerful in business, politics and the church, 
he represented all that was wrong with Honduras and the structure of 
classes. Facusse was of Palestinian descent, but born in Honduras and 
educated in the USA. He was among the new oligarchy, of 
businessmen with international financial support, who have virtually 
claimed Honduras as their private estate. It is almost impossible to 
purchase anything, to  do any transaction, to move anywhere without 
contributing to their wealth as they have bought or acquired 
concessions from foreign transnationals and banks, and the Honduran 
governments, in most areas of commerce. 
 During my trip to Zacate Grande I often heard the name of Facusse, 
and on the canoe trip on Sunday morning we circled one of the 
islands that he has acquired, even though it is in a federal reserve 
land.  We could only see some of the development from the water, as 
a visit to the island would not have been welcomed or safe.  The uber-
rich of some 50 business and military persons want to develop Zacate 
Grande and the numerous small islands as their private beach resort. 
 Melo wrote about this in 2005, the last year he had visited Zacate 
Grande. (http://www.envio.org.ni/articulo/2933)  Miguel Facusse 
used his church connections, to whom he has been exceedingly 
generous, to ensure that Melo would be disinvited for future visits. 
Zacate Grande is in the Choluteca diocese, where many of the priests 
and the bishop were Canadians from Quebec.               
 Facusse uses the guise of charity to enter into areas - offering support 
to improve local schools and very often showing an interest in 
repairing churches to help secure the support not only of parishioners 
but also the clergy.  The highest ranking church official in the country, 
Cardinal Rodriguez, is the recipient of regular Facusse generosity (as 
well as the $5 million yearly salary paid from the presidential office). 
Facusse however was not able to buy the support of all the clergy.  

 Melo as a younger priest worked in the Aguan valley, and there came 
to know about the violations against the campesino (peasant farmers) 
by the Dinant company of Facusse. Part of the wealth of Dinant 
comes from the 22,000 acres, or 1/5 of the valley that Facusse owned 
and uses to produce the oil of the African palm, used in cooking and 
as an alternative fuel for vehicles.  The Dinant company has hundreds 
of men in a private army, and has admitted being involved in the 
assassination of peasant and environmental leaders.  Facusse had 
enjoyed government, American, and church support so he has a 
guarantee of impunity which allowed him to rule as a feudal lord. 
One of his nephews, Carlos, even had a turn as President of the 
country (98-02). Facusse was one of the main leaders of the 2009 
overthrow of the democratically elected Mel Zelaya.  
 Melo was evidently on the wrong side of Facusse - he could not be 
bribed with the offer to build a church, he was evidently in full 
solidarity with the campesino people (for Melo is the son of a 
campesino leader who was assassinated), and Melo is the director of a 
group of journalists and investigators with solid credentials and 
professionalism (in contrast to most of the media which is controlled 
by the oligarchy and the government). 
 Facusse offered a L.3 million (lempira) bribe to a campesino leader 
in the Aguan - Carlos Escaleras who organized people against the 
palm oil processing plant of Facusse near the city of Tocoa.  A few 
months later Escaleras was gunned down by professional assassins 
for his environmental advocacy and political organizing.  The case of 
his assassination did merit attention by the OAS Interamerican 
Commission on Human Rights.  Melo was instrumental in a 
settlement  only two years ago where the Honduran government 
accepted responsibility for the assassination of Escaleras and agreed 
to compensation to his family as well as the renaming of a ecological 
reserve in his name.  Escaleras was supposed to have merited 
government protection, as with Berta Caceres and others who have 
also been assassinated. The government did not admit to have 
orchestrated the assassination, only to having been responsible. (I 
don't understand that either!)
 However, Facusse and other very rich Hondurans and a few 
foreigners have focused on the beauty of this Honduran area.  They 
have the power of the government behind them to evict people who 
have lived there for more than a hundred years.  They are given land 
that is supposed to be a nature reserve and have been seen hunting 
from helicopters.  More than 800 families are threatened and 
officially declared to being a danger to the natural environment while 
the rich are given the task of preserving the wild habitat with their 
huge estates, swimming pools and helicopter pads. Even the current 
dictator with his modest military pension has acquired two pieces of 
property and built himself a southern resort. The very rich, those with 
extensive land holdings and who have such a powerful control of the 
countries commerce and banking, still want the bit that belongs to the 
poor. 
The poor are resisting because they have no where to go.

http://www.envio.org.ni/articulo/2933
http://www.envio.org.ni/articulo/2933
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Easter 2017: Alleluia
by Emil Kutarna, Regina, SK

Why are you receiving this letter ?
You might call this an old guy’s 
hobby.
 I love to write. Who might read my 
writing? I was hoping it would be 
you wonderful people that I had 
lived with for many years. I can’t 
forget how we laughed and cried 
together, how we sang and danced, 
how often I was invited to share a 

delicious home-cooked farm dinner. 
Just because I was moved from parish to parish or got married, it’s no 
reason to just forget the great people with whom I spent such happy 
years. So I started these letters.
 As time went on my mailing list included family and friends who 
were not parishioners. Christmas and Easter seemed a good time for 
mailing, but I do not intend this letter to be a greeting card. So, please 
don’t feel you need to send a card in return. It is simply my way of 
saying “thank you” for the precious memories.
 In my earlier letters I shared memories of things we did in the 
parishes. The Wishart men’s club made outdoor Christmas cribs. One 
is still put up every Christmas in Bankend. The people at Model Farm 
built a new church. We still gather there each June to tidy the 
cemetery and have a picnic. At Krasne the people’s paint job is still 
good today. At Qu’Appelle the people did a beautiful decorating job 
of the church interior. At Mclean we put up a cross on the front of the 
church. Well, I guess I did a lot of ‘snoopervising’, but I also enjoyed 
picking up the paint brush and hammer too.
 Let me tell a little story. This little boy noticed his grandma reading 
this big book, so he asked his mom, “What is that book that nanna is 
reading? Mom replied, “That’s the Bible”. “Why is she reading it all 
the time?” he asks. Mom explained in a way the little boy could 
understand. “She is cramming for her final exam.”
At 87 years old, you could say it is time for me to cram for my final 
exam. In other words I can’t help wondering what this life was all 
about anyway.
 Some interesting ideas have come to me because I read a lot, and 
I’m a psychologist so I can’t help wondering why sometimes people 
are kind and at other times can be so mean?
One thing I notice is how everyone wants to be happy. I only hope 
that this letter can be a little ray of sunshine. So here’s another story:
 An 80-year old lady got married for the fourth time. The local 
newspaper wanted to get an interesting story so the editor came to see 
her.
“So who did you marry this time?”
“A funeral director.”
“Tell me about your other husbands.”
“Well, in my twenties I married a banker. In my forties, I married a 
circus clown. In my sixties I married a preacher.”
“You sure had an interesting life. Why did you marry such different 
husbands?”

“Well, I married the first one for the money, two for the show, three to 
get ready, and four to go.”
 Did you know that we need to laugh in order to stay healthy? 
Psychological research says it’s true. In fact, if you’re sick, the more 
you can laugh the sooner you will get better. Sometimes a good game 
of three-spot is good for a few chuckles. Like it says in the Reader’s 
Digest “laughter is the best medicine.”
 Another thing, we don’t sing enough do we? In the “old 
days” (there must be some of us who remember those days) when 
there was only radio and no TV, people sang more. I remember my 
mom used to sing “Godzinki”, a Polish hymn to Our Blessed Mother, 
while she was ironing. As a little boy I thought it was so heavenly 
beautiful.
 Riddle; Why did the jelly maker want to become a fiddler? Because 
he loved the jam sessions.
I play with a group called the Regina Heritage Fiddlers. We play at 
senior and nursing homes a couple of times a week. Once a week we 
get together just to “jam’. Let me share with you a crazy idea. I think 
our soul can’t live without music. Music is  so uplifting that I’d say it 
is a holy thing. One of our tunes is called “The Maiden’s Prayer”. 
Musicians are like priests, they bring us closer to God, and when 
we’re closer to God, we’re closer to each other. I truly believe that. 
Our jam sessions are ‘a little bit of heaven’ for me.
 Story: Mom puts little Jenny in her crib, switches off the light and 
turns to leave the room.
 “Don’t go mom, I don’t want to be alone.”
“You’re not alone my dear. God and the angels are with you, so you 
have lots of company.”
 “I know mom, but I want somebody with skin on.”
 What we forget is that we are spirits with “skin on”. Did you know 
that your body has 37.2 trillion cells? Each cell has a separate life of 
its own. But they all work together. There is a mysterious “Force” that 
keeps them working in harmony for you to be alive. We are actually a 
“Force” with skin on. Chardin, a Jesuit scientist said, “We are not 
human beings having a spiritual experience, we are spiritual beings 
having a human experience.”
 In Star Wars, when they greet one another with “May the Force be 
with you”, I wonder if they realize that it’s not just movie make-
believe. They are actually saying something true and real. We are all 
connected to a Cosmic Force. When that force is strong you can feel 
“vibes” from another person. You really felt it when you fell in love, 
didn’t you?
 There is so much bad news on the Tele these days. Don’t you wish 
you could do something for world peace? Well, you can. You don’t 
have to be a Prime Minister or a President. Just like the trillions of 
cells in the body there is a Force that connects us into one big ‘body’ 
called humanity. So, everything you do that is positive, cheerful, 
forgiving, friendly, loving, and so forth, is a small step toward world 
peace and the lessening of suffering on this planet, our home.
 Which brings me to Easter. The message of Easter is New life. 
Eggs and rabbits are symbols of life. The tradition of the Easter 
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Easter 2017: Alleluia Continued...

basket with the aroma of good garlic sausage, Paska bread, 
horseradish and ham, is a symbol of new life after the Lenten Fast. 
Fasting is not the church rule anymore, but it is very good for the 
body and for the soul. When we  celebrate The Resurrection we are 
nudging the “Force” within us to renew our efforts at bringing the 
world, in our own way, no matter how small, to sing the Great 
“Alleluia” which will bring Peace, Love and Joy to our own homes, 
to our city, country, and to our battered planet.
 Memory flashes: such wonderful friends…
 As I sat working at my desk one day, my housekeeper, Annie 
Angielski, came running in a panic and shouted “Father, come 
quickly, the church basement is full of smoke!”
 I dropped everything and ran to see what was the problem. When I 
opened the door to the basement,  I found it not full of smoke, but full 
of people.
 They all shouted, “Surprise!” and started to sing “Happy Birthday.” 
We had a nice party and they gave me a swivel office chair for a 
present. That was away back in 1960! My 30th birthday.

Coming events - Cemetery Masses:
Our lady of Perpetual Help, Wishart:
Last Sunday of June? 11:00 am.
Phone Rose Lib 1.306.576.2390
Visitation of Our Lady, Krasne
Toward the end of June at 3:00 pm
Phone Angela Pidkowicz 1.306.554.2611
Sacred Heart, Model Farm
June 25, Mass 3:00 pm
Phone Zenneth Faye 1.306.675.6102
Chrystus Zmartwychwstał!  Христос воскрес! Joyeuses Pâques! 
Frohe Ostern! Boldog Húsvétot! Happy Easter!
Parishes I served:
1955-56 Weyburn, McTaggart, Trossachs, Halbrite, Macoun.
1956-68 Wishart, Krasne, Model Farm.
1968 – Ituna, Goodeve
1968-71 Qu’Appelle, Mclean.
Emil Kutarna
emil@kutarna.net

Be Still And Know That I Am God
by Hank Mattimore, San Jose, CA

 It’s just a phrase, a single thought from an ancient psalm and yet it 
never fails to grab me.
“Be still and know that I am God.” 
 The psalmist is speaking to us, restless and fearful ones, searching 
for that elusive prize of peace while wars and violence cast a cloud 
over our lives.
 These sacred words from a long ago, speak to that ernest young 
person climbing the corporate ladder. Stay a while and rest. Then say 
thank you for the gifts you have been given.  Pause for a moment in 
your quest and be still. You are a child of the universe.

 And you, too, widowed old lady in your senior apartment. Turn off 
the TV with its message of muggings at home and anxiety abroad. 
Cherish your memories. Be grateful for life. Be still and dwell in 
God, assured that however mysterious, you have a role to play..
 Lonely teenager, longing for acceptance. The psalmist is talking to 
you also. Know there is time for every purpose under heaven. Bring 
your gifts of enthusiasm and energy. Set them at the feet of God, 
however you imagine him or her to be. For this precious moment in 
time, be still. 
 Young mom, run ragged by a job and kids with no time for yourself, 
know that you are beautiful and that the love you show your children 
is saving the world. In the scattered confusion of toys and dirty 
laundry, is the sacred ground you stand on. Know that you are 
blessed. Be still.
 The psalmist talks also to you middle aged folks, caught in the 
headlights of coping with both teens and older parents. Tired. 
Frustrated. You are the human connectors, bestowing gifts of 
compassion on the old and support for the young. You are the salt of 
the earth. Love yourself and be still.
 Our enemies lie not outside ourselves but within. We are walking 
miracles, created out of stardust and called to bring our universe to an 
awesome completion. We are meant to reverence life, not destroy it. 
Rest for a moment and let the spirit within you come alive. “Be still 
and know that I am God.”

mailto:emil@kutarna.net
mailto:emil@kutarna.net
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Reflections From Catholica
March 24, 2017

Y-not  Journeyman
 We too were born with a "blindness" at our very birth. We could not 
see images per se as we are able to when as we grow older. 
 Even in the womb babies can tell the difference between light and 
dark. And at birth, they see shapes by following the lines where light 
and dark meet. Yet, they are several weeks old before they can see 
their first primary color – red.
Newborns can only focus about eight to 12 inches from their face, and 
they see only black, white and gray. As early as the first week, your 
baby begins to respond to movement and begins to focus on your face.
 Babies learn to see over a period of time, much like they learn to 
walk and talk. They are not born with all the visual abilities they need 
in life. The baby's ability to focus their eyes, move them accurately, 
and use them together as a team must be learned. Also, they need to 
learn how to use the visual information the eyes send to their brain in 
order to understand the world around them and interact with it 
appropriately.
 As we mature spiritually at different moments in our life journey, 
those moments are truly multiple rather than just one big climactic 
moment that suffices a lifetime. Spiritual epiphanies will happen at 
different moments for each person. Individuals who accept those 
special moments inviting spiritual growth begin to see life with new 
vision and meaning. That vision is altered by the many events that 
impact our lives always leading us forward to additional moments of 
spiritual growth. It is a learning process that is exponential in 
possibilities only if we are truly open to allowing them to take place 
and our ability to embrace them.
 As we "tune our hearts" to greater perception, we'll begin to 
experience God almost like a force field, to borrow a metaphor from 
physics. We're all already inside this force field, whether we know it 
or not, alongside Hindus and Buddhists and Muslims and every race 
and nationality. God doesn't stop or begin at the Mexico/U.S. border, 
the Israel/Palestine border, the border between North and South 
Korea, or any such line in the sand. The divine force field is all 
encompassing.
 When you see people protecting their small tribes and self-
constructed identities as if they were lasting or inherently meaningful, 
you know that they've not yet experienced substantial reality. When 
you allow the flow of substantial reality through your life, you are a 
catholic person in the truest sense of the word, a universal person 
living beyond these tiny boundaries that human beings love to 
create. As Paul puts it, "Our citizenship is in heaven" (Philippians 
3:20).
Richard Rohr – Tune Our Hearts – 3/10/17

 In John's gospel story today, what is the hidden issue of the 
Pharisees? I really think it's all about controlling the power of God. 
The ancients believed that there was only so much good in the world 
and it had to be in their control. Even God's power, if that were 
actually possible, to be metered out by specially "ordained" 

representatives to only those people who they believed were worthy 
of God's benevolence. The Pharisees are growing ever more jealous 
of Yeshua's unique ability to bring healing to the outcasts in that they 
ignore themselves. Throughout history there has always been a subset 
within cultures that believe they know the mind of the Divine and 
have been given the exclusive authority of dispensing the power of 
the gods. Like the gods have no control themselves over what they 
wish to do or not do for humankind.
 The Jewish world in which Jesus lived and taught regarded miracles 
as a dangerous way to justify faith in God.
 Supernatural events serve a natural function. That function is not to 
prove God's power. The function is to teach us to heal, to pursue 
freedom, to feed those in need, and to challenge false and dangerous 
belief. Put differently, God teaches us how to live as human 
beings. Miracles do not depend on either a blind leap of faith or a 
subjective change in perspective. They flow from what Abraham 
Joshua Heschel called a "leap of action." We demonstrate God's 
power by behaving in godly ways. Believing is found in action rather 
than cognition, in what we do rather than what we profess. When we 
take leaps of action, we feels god's presence pushing us along. 
Miracles flow from that combination.
Rabbi Eric Moffic – What every Christian Needs to Know About the 
Jewishness of Jesus

 Breaking our story components and understanding them through 
Jewish eyes:
 Yeshua's talmidin (disciples) were not the first to attribute all 
human misfortune and disability to immediately traceable sin: the 
entire book of Job is devoted to combating this misunderstanding of 
how sin has come to affect the present world. Verses 1-5 of this 
chapter correspond to Chapter 1-2 of Job; both set the scene for 
teaching about sin.
 Made some mud with saliva. Building is one of the thrity-nine kinds 
of work prohibited on Shabbat according to Mishna Shabbat 7:2; 
Mishna Shabbat 24:3 also says that on Shabbat "it is permitted to put 
water into the bran" of animals, "but they must knead it." It requires 
kneading to make clay, and clay is a building material; so there are 
two possible violations of Shabbat, according to Pharisaic 
understanding – building and kneading.
 Put mud on the man's eyes. If this was done as a means of healing 
and with the intention of healing, this too would have been regarded 
as a violation of Shabbat.
 Shiloach, Greek Siloam. Hebrew shiloach means "sent" as John 
says. The Pool of Shiloach still exists, in the neighborhood of East 
Jerusalem called Silwan (which is the Arabic transliteration of 
"shiloach"). It marks the end of Hezekiah's Tunnel constructed by the 
Judean king around 700 B.C.E. to bring water from Gihon spring in 
the Kidron Valley to the Pool of Shiloach in the City of David.
 He doesn't keep Shabbat. A false accusation, which the accusers 
take as fact. So there was a split among them, Banned from the 
synagogue, in Greek "aposunagogos," literally, "de-synagogued."
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Obedience
by Chris Diamond, Cobble Hill, BC

 Judaism has three degrees of excommunication, though none is 
common today. The lightest, n'zifah ("rebuke"), could be declared by 
one person and normally lasted seven days. The 
next, niddui ("casting out, rejection"), usually required three people 
to declare and lasted thirsty days, and people were required to stay 
four cubits (six feet) from him. 

 The most severe, cherem, was a ban of indefinite duration; and a 
person under cherem was treated like one dead. For a family so poor 
as to allow their son to beg – begging charity was to be avoided as 
much as giving charity was to be practiced -- being de-synagogued 
would have been a dreadful disaster.
(David H. Stern – Jewish New Testament Commentary – John 9)

Reflections From Catholica Continued...

 Seamus Heaney the great contemporary Irish poet says of himself,
When I was young, from first awareness until at least my early teens I 
dwelt entirely in the womb of religion. My consciousness was 
dominated by Catholic conceptions, formulations, pedagogies, 
prayers and practices. ... You'd hardly got out of the cot before you 
were envisaging your deathbed." (In Dennis O'Driscoll's Stepping 
Stones: interviews with Seamus Heaney, 2008, p471).
 I envy Heaney his talent but I also envy his insight. He began to 
emerge from the Catholic womb in his early teens. For me it took 
much, much longer but now that I am out, weaned and on my own 
feet I want to make some adult choices. So here goes! I am no longer 
prepared to be part of the surplus population that is a condition of the 
Church's existence; I am no longer prepared to say yes to everything, 
to be part of the madding crowd.
 I do not believe that obedience is a virtue for adults if obedience 
means doing as we are told by people in authority. I have seen too 
much evil done by people whose excuse was, 'I was only doing as I 
was told.' Too often people in authority, popes as well as the rest of 
us, don't know what they are talking about. Too often someone's 
opinion, even a saint or a really wise person, works well for them but 
applied to others or when made a rule for everyone just destroys 
people. 

 Wisdom, goodness, great insights in one era or place, paradoxes or 
myths that get flattened out into ideologies or literalisms, all of these 
can become dangerous when they become concrete and are forced on 
people in other times and places, with widely different experiences, 
and with different emotional and spiritual needs.
 Obedience might be a virtue if it means, as Benedictine Brother 
David Steindl-Rast defines it:
 Ascetical obedience is also rooted in the peak experience, in the 
insight, namely, that everything makes sense the moment I stop 
questioning, the moment I listen. Learning to listen is the heart of 
obedience; following someone else¹s commands is merely a means to 
this end. In the last analysis, we have only the choice between 
absurdity and obedience. "Ab-surdus" means "absolutely deaf"; "ob-
audiens" denotes the attitude of one who has learned to listen 
thoroughly, to listen with a heart attuned to the deepest meaning. 
(From Contemplative Community at www.gratefulness.org, 2nd 
August 2010
 This obedience, "ob-audiens" means someone or some institution has 
learned to listen thoroughly; to listen with a heart attuned to the 
deepest meaning of what is going on; and to listen with the 
presumption that having heard they might be obliged to change their 
opinion even if it means losing face. I suggest it also means a humble 
presumption that the deepest meaning might come from outside our 
group or from people we do not even like. This applies to the leaders 
as much as the individuals who make up the Church.
 It means that the authorities need to listen to the people who know 
what they are talking about. There are things only women know 
about. There are things only homosexual people know. There are 
experiences only alcoholics and those affected by alcoholism know. 
People who have never had an intimate relationship or a deep 
friendship have to be very careful when they make rules about 
sexuality for those who do have experience. 
 People have a natural need to think for themselves using their own 
experience as a guide. They are better off cultivating attentiveness 
than doing as they are told. The 17th century French philosopher 
priest Nicolas Malebranche said, 'Attentiveness is the natural prayer 
of the soul.' I think we are all called to be attentive.

http://www.gratefulness.org/
http://www.gratefulness.org/


The Journal                                                                                                                                            Page 8

Malta Bishops
by Matthew Vella, Malta

 From traditionalists to 
canonists and cardinals, 
Malta’s bishops dropped jaws 
with an interpretation of 
Francis’s call to priests to open 
the door to divorced Catholics.
 A furious reaction has been 
aroused as critics of Pope 
Francis’s Amoris Laetitia have 
balked at the way Malta’s 
bishops suggested that 
divorcees and remarried 

Catholics can assess for themselves their readiness to receive holy 
communion. Catholic observers around the world were stunned at the 
wording of the bishops’ guidelines, in which they said that divorced 
and civilly remarried Catholics could receive the sacraments if, with 
“an informed and enlightened conscience” they believe they’re at 
peace with God. Archbishop Charles Scicluna and Gozo bishop 
Mario Grech’s guidelines on Amoris – which critics already say has 
put Church teaching on shaky grounds – say priests cannot exclude 
people from accessing the sacraments if in good conscience, they 
believe they are entitled to Communion. This ‘subjective turn’ has 
worried both canonists and cardinals, as well as traditionalists who 
last week took out a full-page advert in The Times to tell Scicluna and 
Grech they had gone overboard. To progressive Catholics and those 
outside looking in, the guidelines are welcome because they exhort 
priests to meet persons in “irregular” situations and who show a 
“genuine desire [for] a serious process of personal discernment about 
their situation”, to assist them in this journey. Scicluna and Grech 
have told priests they must always affirm church teaching on the 
indissolubility of marriage as a first step.
 But interpretations of Amoris Laetitia’s Chapter 8, which focuses on 
couples in irregular situations, have been varied. Bishops of Poland 
have issued criteria of their own which contradict the Maltese criteria, 
a situation which – Fr Alexander Lucie-Smith writes in The Catholic 
Herald – has made it “harder to argue the truth of Catholicity to a 
non-Catholic, and… harder for Catholics in the Church such as 
myself to believe in Catholicity. Frankly, I am struggling here to see 
how the faith as proclaimed in Krakow is the same faith as that 
proclaimed in Victoria, Gozo.”
 Lucie-Smith, a doctor of moral theology, says that the Maltese 
criteria make explicit something that is only hinted at in Amoris. By 
welcoming the divorced to partake of the sacrament, the bishops are 
going against St John Paul II’s strict Familiaris Consortio, a 1981 
teaching that rejects the acceptability of remarriage and alternatives 
like civil marriages. Doctrinally, Amoris reaffirms Catholic teaching 
on marriage indissolubility. It seeks to foster a new attitude towards 
divorcees, by assisting them in seeking integration into the Church 
instead of shutting the door on them and shunning them. St John Paul 
II was stricter in 1981’s Familiaris, written at a time when divorce 
was not common amongst Catholics, who were told that divorced and 

civilly remarried people had “broken the sign of the Covenant and of 
Fidelity to Christ” and therefore could not receive the sacraments 
until they repent by returning to the first union. Amoris reflects life in 
2017, where divorced Catholics are more numerous, and Catholics in 
irregular families more accepted. “Amoris looks at a wounded flock, 
and looks for ways of bandaging wounds and restoring the sheep to 
health. It recognizes that even when people have fallen short, grace 
remains operative; and that not all real-world situations of divorce 
and remarriage are straightforwardly cases of adultery,” writes British 
journalist Austen Ivereigh.
 The conservative National Catholic Register offers a more 
conspiratorial tone to proceedings, with journalist Edward Pentin 
suggesting that Gozo bishop Mario Grech has committed a volte-
face. Pentin also questioned the decision by the Vatican 
newspaper L’Osservatore Romano to publish the Maltese criteria in 
full, giving the impression that it enjoys papal blessing. His 
suspicions were echoed by Fr Dwight Longenecker, writing in 
Cruxnow.com: “It is difficult not to draw the conclusion that 
Scicluna’s letter was published because it conforms with the desired 
direction of those who wish to promote a more progressive reading of 
the pope’s encyclical. If so, then it is also difficult to avoid the 
conclusion that someone, somewhere in the Vatican is promoting 
change by stealth.” What irks scholars is the Maltese bishops’ 
apparent decision to allow remarried individuals to assess their own 
readiness to receive holy communion, which Pentin remarks, would 
run counter to the spirit of St John Paul II’s encyclical Veritatis 
Splendor.  “There is a tendency to grant to the individual conscience 
the prerogative of independently determining the criteria of good and 
evil and then acting accordingly. Such an outlook is quite congenial to 
an individualist ethic, wherein each individual is faced with his own 
truth, different from the truth of others.” 
 Fr Raymond J. de Souza, editor of Convivium magazine, suggests 
that Amoris threatens to exacerbate the divide between “pro-family 
Catholics” and “social-justice Catholics” by allowing individuals 
alone to assess their sexual morality. “The Maltese guidelines may be 
the first time that bishops have officially taught that the moral law is 
impossible to observe, contradicting the plain teaching of the Council 
of Trent. Their guidelines expose the very shaky foundation 
of Amoris Laetitia, which is why it will not long endure.”
 Harsh language came from Edward Peters, a consultant to the Holy 
See’s top tribunal, the Apostolic Signatura, and professor of canon 
law at the Sacred Heart Major Seminary of the Archdiocese of 
Detroit. He called the Maltese criteria “a disaster”. Dr Peters said the 
Maltese bishops had advanced a “canonically false view” that 
individuals can assess their own readiness to receive holy 
communion. He also said it was nonsense that the bishops had 
employed the word “conjugal” for sexual acts between non-married 
people, failing to differentiate between sex and what is “truly 
conjugal, acts as performed by married persons.” Additionally, Dr 
Peters says that by extending their document to the sacrament of 
confession, the bishops were telling priests to absolve remarried 

http://cruxnow.com/
http://cruxnow.com/
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divorcees who do not repent for what is, in the Church’s books, 
“public and permanent adultery”. They also get to serve as godparents 
during baptisms, again contravening canon laws. New York priest 
Gerald E. Murray, writing in The Catholic Thing, was equally 
unforgiving about what he termed the ‘Maltese meltdown’. “The 
Church is not in the business of supplying get-out-of-jail-free cards to 
people who violate God’s law and then search for excuses why that 
law does not apply to them in their particular cases. To do so is to 
treat God’s law on marriage, or any other matter, as merely a 
suggestion, subject to personal ratification before becoming 
obligatory.”
 Austen Ivereigh reminds his readers that Archbishop Charles 
Scicluna is hardly a liberal. A leading canon lawyer, he worked under 
Cardinal Ratzinger and later as Pope Benedict’s reformer of the law 
on abuse of minors. “Scicluna and his fellow pastors have grasped the 
ancient theology of conscience restored by Amoris… the bishops 
spell out a whole series of ‘ifs’… If, at the end of the 
discernment, if it has been undertaken – as Amoris asks – with 

Malta Bishops Continued...

humility, discretion, and love for the Church and her teaching, if a 
divorced and civilly remarried person has sincerely searched, with an 
informed conscience, for God’s will, and has a desire to respond more 
perfectly to it; and if, at the end of all that, they are ‘at peace with 
God’ then they ‘cannot be precluded’ from the sacraments of the 
Reconciliation and the Eucharist.”
 The Maltese bishops say a priest is unable to withhold 
sacraments when someone has made peace with God as a result of an 
authentic discernment. “God goes beyond (not against) the law, and 
speaks directly to the human heart – and a minister of God, having 
accompanied and ‘ensured’ the process, can only respect that,” 
Ivereigh adds: This internal examination irks many in the Catholic 
church, who dislike perforating natural laws with facile, subjectivist 
assessments of one’s conscience. While Familiaris lays down the law 
and its boundaries, Amoris seeks to guide a divorcee in applying it 
and to give room to their conscience – which in Catholic theology is 
where humans “find God’s voice echoing in their depths” – in the 
way they do it. 

Tom Hassett will be missed by many. Tom died aged 84 at Veterans 
Lodge in Victoria on Feb. 23, 2017. Tom studied in Ontario and Ireland and 
was ordained priest. He taught at Notre Dame U. in Nelson, BC, worked in 
many parish communities, and in 1966 joined the Canadian Armed Forces 
and served as chaplain. In 1972 he married Joan whom he had met while 
serving in Cyprus with the UN. He was Principal at Saint Andrew’s High 
School in Victoria. Tom was a member of Corpus Canada and The Xristos 
Community Society on Vancouver Island. He is missed by his wife, Joan, his 
three surviving children, grandchildren, and friends for his insights and his 
strong character which contributed to the development of each one of us. His 
funeral mass was held at St, Joseph the Worker Parish on March 3, 2017. 
Tom has moved on now with love and peace.

Xristos held its AGM on 
Saturday, June 24 at the 
Brassard home to 
conduct the Xristos 
business. 
We also celebrated 
Michael Zarb’s 87th 
birthday.

Connie, François, Alanna, Arthur, Chris, Naomi, Michael, & Phil

François & Michael
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