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Miriam Miranda
By Phil Little, Cedar, BC

 I've just been reading the story of one beautiful courageous woman. This woman and others like her might have been involved in 
making a t-shirt you wear that's made in Honduras or harvested palm oil nuts that has been made into lipstick or dishwashing soap you 
use. 
 This is Miriam Miranda and she takes activism and working for justice to another level. Everything she does risks her life. Honduras is 
one of the worlds smallest countries but also one of the deadliest. Perpetrators of violence are protecting their companies or drug cartels 
or vested interests. 
 Here are a few words from Miriam on what I call Active Hope. (Actually learned from Joanna Macy) 
"One fundamental piece of advice is that you don’t have to lose your roots. Young people have to understand that we are always 
connected to our ancestors, to our grandparents, to our mothers and to our communities. We need to ask ourselves why we only think 
about ourselves. We have to realise that we are part of a bigger collective. There are many hands, many thoughts, many hearts that we can 
bring together to find the answers when we feel as though we are drowning or we don’t know what to do."
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 To replace the old (church) has to be one 
where thinking happens; where the breadth 
of God is celebrated; where God is not 
protected from questions but where we take 
off our shoes and bow our heads in praise, 
gratitude and humility. 

 We are forever learning. We are forever 
questioning. We are forever thinking. The 
God of our Church is praised if we are 
thinking. A passive church; a passive 
liturgy; a passive people do not respect 
God. I think therefore I am!”
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Some Of My Thoughts On Martyrdom
by Father Ismael (Melo) Moreno, sj, Honduras - translated by Arthur Menu, Sidney, BC

 Director of Radio Progreso 
and E.R.I.C. (Reflection 
Investigation and 
Communication Team) of 
the Jesuit Justice Network 
in El Progreso, Honduras
 A person we proclaim to be 
a martyr is one who, before 
being murdered, risked his/
her life to the extreme, was 
not based on calculations, 
went out of the ordinary 
molds of prudence and 
finally put life in the balance 
for others, for one’s beliefs, and then testified with one’s own 
life that what was important was not to protect one’s own 
personal life but to protect the lives and dignity of many people, 
communities, the oppressed human groups and the rights of 
others.
 A person whom we confess as a martyr was first and foremost 
the victim of a cruel murder, a person whom we saw with her 
own shattered body, who suffered in her own flesh these 
wounds and the horror of this death. Before confessing her as 
martyr, that person was vilely murdered. We saw her shattered 
body, in the midst of a stream of blood, with her pain filled 
distorted visage, with the grimace of an ungrateful death. No 
confession of martyrdom makes the bloody reality of violent 
death disappear.
 The martyr has been preceded by the pain and frustration that 
leads to such death. People have cried to the point of anguish at 
the murder of the person whom we will later call the martyr. 

But once we have seen the lifeless body or we have learned in despair 
of this murder, immediately begins the personal, communitarian and 
social process to internalize that torn life.
 Once we have wept and experienced her absence, we begin the 
process of turning tears into recognition of her life of giving as an 
offering, and we come to even internalize that this person was killed 
for defending our cause, that she died for us. Then first we seem to 
stammer, turning into phrases and testimonies the meaning that this 
death has for us. Defeat, frustration and failure, and the death of such 
a person, we begin to experience as an energy for our own path. And 
so we continue until we confess her as a martyr.
 When we experience that the death of a person as treasured as the 
one we proclaim as martyr who cannot die in vain or be forgotten, 
then we begin to experience a personal and community strength that 
leads us to discover that we have no other option than to try to govern 
our life to mirror that life that is no longer, and that what we do in the 
future is faithful to the cause and values for which that person was 
killed and for which she gave her life.
 Then we will be confident that life makes sense, and if we are 

faithful to those people who 
shed their blood for us, their 
lives then remain a driving 
force and continuing 
presence. The martyrs will 
be martyrs so long as there 
are people and communities 
who decide to continue in 
the cause for which they 
died.
 
Is Berta Cáceres not a 
martyr of our times?
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I Call Myself A Christian-Unitarian!
by Alex Campbell, Ottawa, ON

Alex Campbell is a former Oblate priest from South Africa. He 
received a dispensation from religious vows from Paul VI in 1978; he 
came to Canada in 1977 and married Marlene and her five 
adolescent children in March 1978. He was responsible for starting 
the CORPUS group in Ottawa, along with the late Jack Shea in the 
late seventies. It was a very active group for a while. He went to the 
Doorn conference of the International association of married priests 
along with Jack and his wife Jean and Francois and Connie. He has 
been a member of the Unitarian Universalist congregation in Ottawa 
since 2003 and presently serves as a lay chaplain.

	 May your life preach more loudly than your lips.
	 	 - William Ellery Channing

 My eagerness to 
approach this topic 
stems from what I 
perceive to be an 
intolerance on the part 
of some Unitarian 
Universalists for 
anything “Christian”. 
This probably stems 
from a tendency to 
identify anything 

“Christian” with the 
intolerant, and sometimes bigoted fundamentalism that tends to be 
against everything valued as Unitarian Universalists.  This is 
unfortunate. No doubt many Unitarian Universalists who have come 
to us from other religious denominations have chosen to turn away 
from their Christian roots because of experiences which left them 
troubled, and uneasy. This is understandable. Some have been deeply 
affected by scandals and their cover-up in some churches; others by 
anti-LGBTQ stances taken by particular church groups; many have 
reacted against the patriarchal and anti-feminist approaches of some 
denominations; some have become bored with the “same-old, same-
old”, Sunday after Sunday; and others have become disenchanted 
because of a basic rejection of traditional credal statements that no 
longer make any sense. While this reaction is understandable, it 
strikes me that it is not ultimately healthy for a religious movement or 
for any of us as individual searchers. Why? I believe that if we ignore 
Jesus’ teaching and influence, we end up distorting our own past and 
heritage which is deeply steeped in Christian origins.
 I value deeply Unitarian Universalism at First Unitarian. … the 
seven principles which guide us in our living. I have great admiration 
for those Unitarian Universalists who put their lives on the line and 
give witness to their principles. I think of Unitarian Minister James 
Deeb who was murdered in March 1965 by white racists in Selma 
when he was there to march with Martin Luther King for voting 
rights for all. Fred Cappucinno was also there, marching with Martin; 
I admire him tremendously. And I gave great admiration for those 

Raging Grannies, those who work tirelessly for justice and peace in 
our country and our world, those who work tirelessly for the 
homeless, for refugees, and for the rights of aboriginal indigenous 
Canadians, and those who give so much if their time to build and 
maintain our beloved community.
 I value deeply my Roman Catholic background, and the Christian 
values found in the Good News of Jesus that were imbued in me from 
a young age by my family, my teachers, and my mentors in the 
priesthood. I loved the church of my childhood. In a real sense I still 
have an emotional attachment to it, even though I reject much of 
which it stands for today.  I am eternally grateful for the sound moral 
education I received there. Whatever I now know of faith and hope 
and charity, I first learned from parents and teachers who were shaped 
by their Catholic faith; whatever I know of integrity and passion for 
justice and peace, of the value of prayer and aesthetic worship, I 
learned from mentors in my parish, in the Young Christian Workers’ 
Movement, and in the priesthood.
 I am still inspired by the actions of Archbishops Hurley and Tutu and 
Rev. Beyers Naude, Christians all, in their fearless stand against the 
apartheid regime in South Africa; I am inspired by the American 
women, nuns and laywomen, the Jesuit priests and Archbishop 
Romero who were all martyred in Nicaragua and El Salvador for 
standing up against the United States supported dictatorships in those 
countries, in defence of the poor and the marginalized; I am inspired 
by Dorothy Day and her work among the homeless and hungry in 
New York City and for standing for justice in the picket lines of the 
sixties; I am inspired by Daniel and Philip Berrigan and John Dear, 
three priests who were imprisoned many times for their anti-Vietnam-
war protests and pro-peace demonstrations, and the founding of the 
Ploughshares movement which continues their good work today; I 
admire Episcopalian Bishop John Shelby Spong immensely for his 
courageous writings, especially his critique that Christianity must 
change or die; I am inspired by the United Church of Canada for its 
risk-taking in courageously supporting the BDS movement in support 
of Palestinians; I am inspired by those religious communities of nuns 
in Canada who have divested their funds from oil-companies and 
have reinvested in clean energy and environmental organizations such 
as permaculture.
 You may already be seeing why I am comfortable in defining myself 
as a hyphenated-Unitarian – a Christian-Unitarian. As I reflect on my 
life, I can say that my own Christian upbringing is probably the 
biggest reason I now call myself a Christian Unitarian Universalist.
 Yeshua bar-Yusef is significant because much of what he is reported 
to have said and done was at variance with the established beliefs and 
customs of his day. In a real sense, he was a heretic! Jesus was born a 
Jew over 2000 years ago in Palestine; but not much is known about 
the first thirty or so years of his short life. During the last few months 
of his life, Jesus travelled around Palestine as a radical and prophetic 
itinerant poet telling enigmatic parables about Abba’s domain and 
speaking catchy aphorism, doing good, and challenging the status quo 
with his words and deeds. The good news he preached was that the 
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“kingdom of God” - or God’s domain - was already beginning among 
and in the lives of his hearers, summoning all to their own divinity. 
Theologian and Social Psychologist, Diarmuid O’Murchu, in his 
recent best seller, “Christianity’s Dangerous Memory: A Rediscovery 
of the Revolutionary Jesus” refers to this “kingdom” as a 
“Companionship of Empowerment”. “Commitment to this is about 
striving to make the world a better place for all creation, for everyone, 
where all can live in the non-violent power of justice and love.” This 
‘kingdom’ was to be an inclusive, egalitarian paradise on earth in 
which all people would accept each other, live love and compassion, 
do justice and forgiveness and walk humbly with their God. Jesus was 
the first disciple of this radical new vision. In his preaching and living 
example he violated and opposed much of the customs and religious 
practices that had developed over the centuries in the history of his 
Jewish people. He commanded such compelling personal power that 
the religious and political leaders, who would otherwise rule over the 
people, felt threatened and became afraid. They considered him to be 
a danger – in choosing a way that they had not sanctioned, and 
preaching controversial and unorthodox opinions. As Mark Worth, 
says, “The political implications of Jesus' message is what got him 
into trouble with the Romans. When he rode into Jerusalem on the 
back of a donkey, and then caused a disturbance – a near riot – at the 
Temple, overturning the tables of the money-changers, Pontius Pilate 
and the Romans recognized him as a troublemaker, and worse still, a 
troublemaker with followers.” Jesus threatened and challenged the 
status quo – and for this the Romans crucified him.
 Following Jesus' death, something happened to the small group of 
women and men who had chosen to join him. A contagion of love—
some transforming, creative event bound them together into a 
fellowship. They gathered; they remembered. They told stories based 
on these memories – stories to heal their grief, and celebrate their 
newly found joy and sense of liberation in a world that oppressed and 
despised so many of them. 
 The initial followers who survived Jesus, witnessed to his 
extraordinary ministry and continued his message as best they could - 
through following his Way – his example of inclusivity and 
compassion. In a short time, Saul of Tarsis, who had never seen or 
known Jesus, became a persecutor of those who followed ‘The Way’. 
While on his way to Damascus to do some persecuting, he 
experienced some mysterious intuitive insight which convinced him 
that this Jesus who had 
lived and was crucified 
was indeed the long 
promised messiah, the 
anointed one, the 
Christos. With his name 
changed to Paul, he 
wrote many letters to 
this effect and 
gradually the followers 
of ‘The Way’ were 

referred to with a derogatory and somewhat insulting label ‘Christian 
’- followers of the Christos – an insulting name which stuck. They 
had no set rituals, no statement of belief, no standard way of coming 
together. 
 As time passed, various stories about Jesus were written down for 
different audiences. The ordinary folk continued to try to live their 
lives through service of each other and in imitation of Jesus’ example 
as they received it. Their priority was the love of neighbour and of 
creation which, they believed, was the way to enter the realm of God 
in their lifetime. Their Christianity valued how to live and how to 
treat one another. As the community grew and organized itself with a 
leadership structure, things gradually changed and the long debates 
began. Who was this Jesus, whom some called the Christ? Was he 
really the long awaited Messiah of the Jews? What do the stories 
about him mean? Was he perhaps an incarnation of God? 
 The Roman authorities who executed Rabbi Yeshua bar-Yusef were 
not mistaken in regarding him as a dangerous subversive. Despite his 
radical commitment to nonviolence, Jesus represented an ongoing 
threat to the security of every established order.  Guy C. Quinlan 
believes he still does. “Jesus inherited the Hebrew prophetic tradition 
that finds the essence of religion in doing justice. For him, as for 
Amos and Isaiah, religious observance without social justice was a 
blasphemous mockery. Jesus repeatedly antagonized the powerful by 
reminding them that every society will be judged according to its 
treatment of the poor and defenceless.”  In so many of his stories or 
parables, Jesus relentlessly keeps bringing the outcast, the 
marginalized and the oppressed back into our field of vision – and 
challenges us to do justice rather than keep ritual laws and customs. 
 (2) Jesus is still worth hearing out, despite being such a 
misunderstood and misjudged figure. The world around us is deeply 
influenced, for good or ill, by the spirit of Jesus. We need to be 
familiar with this insistent and determined character if we are to live 
and do our work in this world. There is no doubt that Jesus is 
troubling, provocative, even annoying at times, but we Unitarian 
Universalists are known as troublemakers as well. We should 
understand this kind of personality! I believe that we will benefit by 
wrestling with him, not ignoring or bypassing him. 	
 It is indeed ironic that this prophet of liberation and spiritual 
freedom, who said that the poor shall inherit the earth, is 
misunderstood by people attracted to liberal religion.

 My hope is that our 
faith, which we love, 
becomes as healthy, 
strong, and vibrant as it 
can be, and that we 
remain open and 
sensitive to the role that 
Jesus’ message has 
played and can play in 
our becoming who we 
wish to be.

I Call Myself A Christian-Unitarian! Continued...
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 My ideas about Jesus have been 
slowly changing from the time I was 
ordained until today. When I was 
ordained in ’55 there was no doubt in 
my mind that Jesus was God. Today I’m 
convinced that Jesus was human. 
 So, what do I do with this new 
understanding of the “Divinity” of 
Jesus? One writer says:

 “We human beings do well to think carefully before we just abandon 
our backgrounds and traditions, even though many other paths 
contain wonderful truths and value. If we were raised in a Jesus 
adoring lifestyle we are sometimes better suited to make sense of that 
upbringing, instead of us all throwing out the window unresolved. . .”
- Eric Alexander, Jan 30, 2017.
 Eric also suggests that the statement “Jesus was Divine” can have 
different shades of meaning. Eric states:
“I believe that Jesus was Divine in the same way you and I are 
divine”.
 Years ago, “Divine” meant only one thing – that divinity was a 
property belonging only to God. Everything else, humans included, 
were lesser beings, created beings. But reading Richard Rohr and 
other spiritual writers, they say that all creation, and in a special way 
we humans, participate in divinity. This is what the old and modern 
mystics believed. So, it’s really nothing new. 

 I feel OK with using the word “divine” in that sense. But it implies a 
big difference in believing who Jesus was. It means that Jesus was as 
human as you and me. It denies that Jesus has the same nature as 
God. Wow!
 I am aware of the statements in the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
(1995) promulgated by St. Pope John Paul, paragraph 480 and ff. I 
know that to deny those statements is heresy. 
 Fortunately, these days they don’t burn people at the stake. So, I do 
feel free to listen to the biblical scholars of today. To begin with, it is 
widely held that the Gospels are not factual history, therefore should 
not be taken “literally”. Furthermore, they have been seriously 
misinterpreted by being read from a non-Jewish perspective. 
 In his book “Tales of a Jewish Mystic” Bishop John Spong explains 
that all the Gospels, especially the fourth Gospel is seriously 
misinterpreted if it is read as a literal history of the life of Jesus. So, 
when in John 10:30 Jesus says, “I and the Father are one” the Jewish 
reader knows that Jesus is not claiming to be of the same nature as 
God because that would be blasphemy. He knows Jesus is saying that 
he is of one mind with God, and suggesting others to be the same. 
That is how a Jew in the time of Jesus would have understood all the 
sayings of Jesus.
 This wisdom is what I need as I continue to ponder the writings of 
recent scripture and theological writers. I don’t intend to inflict my 
thinking on to the ordinary Catholic. I still have profound love and 
respect for Jesus. He was a genius and a mystic. In imitation of him 
my prayer life has changed direction. I rest in the loving presence of 
God whose divinity I share.

Beliefs About Jesus
by Emil Kutarna, Regina, SK

The Main Point
by Charles Callanan, St. John’s, NL

 Years ago, my old friend, 
Oblate Father Don (Shep) 
Mcleod was doing graduate 
studies at St. Mike’s University 
in Toronto. On the faculty was 
the well known media guru of 
the 60’s, Marshall McLuhan. 
McLuhan often ate lunch with 
the students so McLeod got to 

know him. McLuhen was well known for the special language he 
invented to characterise the impact of media on the consumer, words 
such as “Hot and Cool” media. Remember?
 One day Shep walked into McLuhen’s office and confronted him 
with the simple question, “Marsh, what’s your main point?” It is at 
once a simple yet penetrating question that asked the thinker to boil 
down his ideas for the layman. They talked for a long time but I do 
not know if McLuhen ever delivered his main point.
 From my own experience, there are many political talks and Church 
sermons that really have no main point. I was attending a seminar one 
weekend where a special speaker from some California institute of 

learning was addressing us at length on some vague subject during 
which he was showing many slides that seemed to have little 
relationship to one another. When he opened up for questions I asked 
him, “What is your main point?” The speaker seemed taken by 
surprise and could not answer me.
 The top communicator in history was Jesus. Jesus was asked point 
blank for His main point. Without batting an eyelash He answered, 
“To love God with all your heart, and to love your neighbour as you 
love yourself.” Bang! That’s the essence of spirituality and includes 
the whole law and the prophets. Our main point is our “good Good 
News. Our Good News is that we have been saved by Jesus - all of 
us. St. John says, “God is Love”. St. Paul writes, “In Him we live and 
move and have our being”. I always look at it like this. “We are in 
God as a fish is in water”. In our case, the water is God's love. We 
live in God’s love and are drenched in it.
 Fr. Richard Rohr tells us that we can stop worrying about our own 
salvation because God has already taken care of it. What we should 
concern ourselves with while we are in this life is reaching out to 
others and loving them. Loving them means doing things for them 
and taking care of their needs. When we love them, we are loving 
God.



The Journal                                                                                                                                            Page 7

Dealing With The Divine Nag
by Hank Mattimore, San Jose, CA

 Who is this God who intrudes upon my peace? Why won’t he just go 
away? He’s an inconvenient presence in my life. A holy nag, that’s 
what he is. 
 Heck, I’m just an old dude trying to live out my hour upon the stage. 
Why does this God keep asking more of me?I thought my late wife 
was a nag when she hauled out her honey-do list. God’s list makes 
hers look tiny.
 “Remember now, don’t pass by that homeless guy on the corner 
without at least acknowledging him.”
 “Aw! That little kid is crying. See what’s wrong OK?
 “At least acknowledge that poor person with his hand out”
 “It won’t kill you to volunteer one day a week at the food bank”

 “You did contribute to PBS this year, right?”
 “Don’t  just walk away from that guy who smells and talks to 
himself.”
 Dammit! Leave me alone, Lord. I’m just an ordinary old dude. 
Besides I gave at the office. All I want is a cold beer, maybe some 
chips and some time to watch the Giants on TV. I’m not doing 
anybody any harm. Cut me some slack OK? 
 Stop asking me to be more, to immerse myself in the lives of people 
who don’t have a place to live or woman who aren’t getting a fair 
shake or snotty-nosed kids who yearn for a caring adult in their lives. 
C’mon Lord. Give me a break.
 In reply, that Divine Nag says to me (with a tinge of totally 
inappropriate sarcasm in his voice) Sorry man, I was under the 
impression that you wanted to continue living not just surviving. I 
thought you are a giver not just a taker. 
 “Wait God. That’s unfair. I go to church (most of the time) and put 
my dollar in the collection basket and I don’t deal drugs and bad stuff 
like that.”
 But God just doesn’t give up. “Yea, you’re practically a saint aren’t 
you? I must have had you all wrong.
 Then without missing a beat, he takes out that list again.  See that 
guy sprawled out on the sidewalk ? Check him out and see if he is 
OK? And, by the way, I know this kid who needs some help with 
English, would you mind spending a little time with him? And when 
you’re done with that, how long has it been since you visited your 
grandkids? Also could you help that old guy with his walker and 
when you’re done with that…..………..and on, and on…...
 I swear that God never listened to a word I said. Such a nag.

Hugs At The Warm Puppy Café
by Hank Mattimore, San Jose, CA

 I find myself at the legendary Warm Puppy Cafe at the Charles 
Schulze Ice Arena here in Santa Rosa watching folks hugging one 
another. No kidding. For the holiday season at least, hugs have 
replaced handshakes and polite bows,( not to mention texting), as the 
normal form of communication here. Maybe we can put a label on it 
and call it “trending.” I can’t think of a more appropriate place for a 
hugging trend to start than at a cafe with a name like the “Warm 
Puppy.” 
 The welcoming atmosphere of the Warm Puppy, with its cozy 
fireplace and large windows overlooking the ice arena encourages 
folks to be, well, more folksy. But I, for one, hope for the day when 
hugging goes beyond the friendly walls of this cafe. How about more 
hugs in our relationships with one another?
 It is hard to believe that flesh and blood human beings can go hours, 
days or even weeks without any physical contact in our lives. Is that 

weird or what? Oh, we verbally communicate with one another but all 
our cell phone messaging is a cold substitute  for the warmth of 
human touch.
 We don’t touch; we text. It’s easier to text our regrets for having to 
turn down that invitation to an event that we really did not want to 
attend anyway. No explanation required. Teens tell me that even close 
relationships with a boy or girl friend are broken with a text. Ouch! 
The “dear John” letters of my generation are now texted? Good grief 
Charlie Brown. Even Lucy wasn't that heartless.
 Hugs are good for the soul. Little puppies lick our face,  kitty cats 
purr and do their rubbing thing against our legs, giant elephants 
cuddle their young, preschool buddies hold hands. And what do we 
adult humans do to show we care for one another? We TEXT . And to 
make up for all that affection we didn’t receive and didn’t give, we 
schlep drugs like candy and encourage academic studies on why an 
increasing number of us feel isolated and lonely. Crazy? Well, yea.
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HOW TO SUPPORT 
THE JOURNAL

If you would like to 
support The Journal, 
please send a cheque 
to
“Xristos Community 
Society” 
c/o the Treasurer, 
Xristos Community 
Society, 35 - 10070 
Fifth Street Sidney, BC 
V8L 2X9. Or by 
PayPal (see link on 
website)

Xristos Community 
Society is a registered 
charity. All donors of 
$10 or more will 
receive an official tax 
receipt.

Thank you for your 
support of this 
Christian ministry.

How Can I Join Or Show 
Support?

If you wish to join or renew your membership in 
Corpus Canada for the year (membership is open to all 
regardless of denominational affiliation), write to: 
Corpus Canada Treasurer, 35 - 10070 Fifth Street 
Sidney, BC V8L 2X9. Enclose a cheque for $50 
(individual membership) or $75 (family membership) 
payable to “Corpus Canada.” Corpus Canada will 
donate $25 of your membership fee to Xristos 
Community Society in your name, and Xristos will 
send you an official tax receipt.
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